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Remarks at the Fourth Annual Convention 
in Tampa, Fla. August 12, 1983 





Thank you very much, and thank you, 
Hector. I appreciate the chance to be with 
you all here today. 

Over the last 2% years, your president, 
Hector Barreto, and others in the leader- 
ship of the Hispanic Chamber have been a 
tremendous source of advice and inspiration 
to me. So let me begin by saying to you, 
Hector, and to all of you for what you stand 
and for what you’ve done, “Muchas gra- 
cias.” I can’t do too much more in your 
language—{/aughter|—than that. 

But without you in the business commu- 
nity, where would we be? It’s your deci- 
sions, investments, and risk-taking that 
make our country a miracle of efficiency 
and the envy of the world. 

There’s a story, you know, about a fellow 
whose friend was so successful in business 
that he was opening up a new branch 
office. And he decided to send a floral ar- 
rangement, some nice flowers there for the 
grand opening. When he got there, he was 
shocked to find that the wreath that was 
delivered bore the inscription, “Rest in 
peace.” [Laughter] He was angry, and on 
the way home he stopped in at the flower 
shop to complain. And he was going at it, 
and the florist said, “Wait a minute. Just 
look at it this way: Somewhere in the land 
today a man was buried under a wreath 
that said, ‘Good luck in your new loca- 
tion.’ [Laughter] 

But you business men and women of His- 
panic descent, you stand for much more 
than efficiency. I feel very much at home 
with you. There are people in this blessed 
land who feel that expressions of love for 
country and family are old-fashioned. They 
squirm and get uneasy when we talk about 
pride in neighborhood and work or speak of 
religious values. There are people like that. 


But you know something? You won’t find 
them in the United States Hispanic Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 

To every cynic who says the American 
dream is dead, I say, “Come to the Hispanic 
business community; come see how entre- 
preneurs of Hispanic descent are not just 
building new corporations, they’re building 
America’s future for all of us.” 

Inspirational examples of individual ac- 
complishment abound. Your own president 
and my friend, Hector Barreto, has an in- 
spiring story that I wish every schoolchild 
in America could hear. Twenty-five years 
ago, as a struggling immigrant, he dug pota- 
toes for 80 cents an hour. Today, he owns a 
piece of the dream. In fact, he owns several 
businesses, including a successful tile distri- 
bution company. 

And then there is Lourdes Miranda, born 
in Puerto Rico, into a family in which nei- 
ther parent had a formal education. Yet, 
with persistence and uncompromising 
desire for excellence, she went to college 
and then on to doctoral studies at the Uni- 
versity of Madrid. She is now president of a 
highly successful media consulting firm in 
Bethesda, Maryland. 

There’s another story of hard work and 
triumph about a junior high school dropout 
named Manuel Caldera, a veteran, who 
later earned his G.E.D. degree. He went on 
to be an electronic technician and an engi- 
neer. And with money he saved and with 
help from a minority loan program during 
the Nixon administration, he started AMEX 
Systems, a company specializing in the de- 
velopment and manufacture of electronic 
equipment. And today, his company does 
more than support his family; his company 
supports 700 employees and earns some 
$62 million a year in sales. 

These few that I’ve mentioned and others 
of you right in this room offer us a vision of 
progress and hope. You prove that with 
freedom of enterprise comes values that 
make America more than a rich country— 
they make us a good country. 





Aug. 12 / Administration of Ronald Reagan 


I don’t have to tell you that when Hector 
Barreto is not running his own business, 
he’s overseeing a host of community service 
projects. If I could find out where he gets 
his energy, I'd package it and bring it back 
to Washington. [Laughter] 

Nor has Lourdes Miranda’s success damp- 
ened her concern for others. Her company 
provides specialized training for young His- 
panic women. Last year she helped train 40 
women to qualify for job opportunities in 
today’s market. 

In a fine example of a private sector ini- 
tiative, Manuel Caldera’s company contrib- 
utes $500 a month to an orphanage in Ti- 
juana, Mexico. And each year, he personally 
gives to Whittier College for scholarships 
that enable students of Hispanic descent to 
study science and engineering. 

These are not unusual stories. They are, 
instead examples of a byproduct of freedom 
that is always present but often unnoticed— 
respect and concern for others. Business 
men and women realize that success de- 
pends on fulfilling the needs of others and 
doing it courteously and efficiently. And by 
doing for others, you are also achieving for 
yourself. 

This system of ours has produced the 
most material abundance, the greatest free- 
dom, and the most compassionate country 
in the history of mankind. Our people came 
here from every corner of the world, from 
every ethnic background, and every race 
and religion seeking freedom and opportu- 
nity. Our history isn’t perfect, but we can 
be proud of our country. And Americans of 
Hispanic descent can be particularly proud 
of the contributions they have made and 
are making to the well-being of this nation. 

Today it’s my special honor to present 
your award to the Hispanic business man 
and woman of the year. So, if Hector will 
join me, I'd like to ask—I would like to ask 
Manuel Caldera, but I can’t; his plane was 
delayed and so, instead, Sergio Banuelos is 
going to accept in his behalf—and ask 
Lourdes to stand up here with us and re- 
ceive these awards. 

I have been mispronouncing it, haven’t I? 
Lourdes. 

Ms. Miranda. Yes, you have, Mr. Presi- 
dent. [Laughter] 
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The President. It’s Lourdes. Thank you, 
Hector. I told you I wasn’t too good in your 
language. [Laughter] 

Ms. Miranda. You're doing very well. 
Thank you. 

The President. Well, congratulations. 

Ms. Miranda. Thank you very much. 

The President. You know, maybe I’ve told 
this to some of you before, but this whole 
matter of language difficulties—some years 
ago when I was Governor, I was speaking in 
Mexico City. And I sat down to rather un- 
enthusiastic and not very impressive ap- 
plause, and I was a little embarrassed. Then 
a gentleman—it was worse when a gentle- 
man followed me and started speaking in 
Spanish—which I didn’t understand—but 
he was being applauded about every para- 
graph. So to hide my embarrassment, I 
started clapping before everyone else and 
longer than anyone else until our Ambassa- 
dor leaned over to me and said, “I wouldn’t 
do that if I were you. He’s interpreting your 
speech.” [Laughter] 

But I believe that all of us share a sacred 
responsibility to maintain the opportunity 
and the freedom that we’ve enjoyed and to 
pass it on to future generations. Our task 
hasn’t been easy. We’re just now emerging 
from an economic crisis so severe that it 
would have robbed our children of the 
America that we all know and love. 

Three years ago the ominous signs were 
everywhere. The world seemed to be 
counting us out, saying America’s best days 
were past. Even our leaders were throwing 
up their hands, suggesting we were in a 
malaise, was the word they used, and our 
problems were unsolvable. 

Well, it’s taken patience and hard work. 
Entrenched policies were squeezing the life 
out of our economy, and basic change was 
essential. But I’m pleased to report to you 
today, America has made a new beginning. 
This great nation is moving forward again, 
and we're not turning back. 

When we got to Washington 2% years 
ago inflation was running at double-digit 
levels and had been doing so for 2 straight 
years—the worst performance in 60 years. 
Well, we’ve knocked that inflation from 
double digit down to 2.6 percent for the 
last 12 months, the lowest it has been for 12 
months in 16 years. And for all their talk 
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about compassion, those who call them- 
selves liberal gave us a terrible inflation 
that would have devastated millions had we 
permitted it to continue. And today, a 
family of four earning $25,000 has $600 
more in purchasing power than in 1980. 

But let me just interject here that there is 
another figure that has just come out today 
that I think you should hear. One of the 
things that I tried to stress in those things 
we were doing, laying the groundwork for 
the economic recovery, was that this time 
we had to do the job right—a solid, sus- 
tained, noninflationary recovery that would 
last. Well, today, this other piece of news is 
we are on the right track. The Bureau of 
Labor Statistics announced the Producer 
Price Index—Consumer Price Index for 12 
months: 2.6—the Producer Price Index of 
finished goods has risen only 1.4 percent 
over the last 12 months, and that’s the 
lowest for a 12-month period in 16 years. 

We are launched into a solid recovery. 
Just before I took office, the prime rate hit 
21% percent, and there were loud cries for 
a quick fix. Well, we didn’t heed the hyste- 
ria. We followed common sense. Today the 
prime interest rate stands at 11 percent. 
There will be slight fluctuations like we ex- 
perienced this week, but if the Congress 
acts responsibly with regard to spending, 
interest rates will come down more. 

When we took office, America was suffer- 
ing from years of wasteful, uncontrolled 
spending and taxing. Federal spending was 
growing at a rate of 17 percent. We’ve cut 
that increase by 40 percent. 

Paying for all that spending had doubled 
the Federal tax in just 5 years, between 
1976 and 1981. Average working people 
were being taxed at rates that were once 
reserved for the wealthy, only a short time 
before. In these last few years, we have cut 
personal income tax rates by 25 percent, 
and soon they will be indexed so that the 
Federal Government will never again profit 
from inflation at your expense. 

And I don’t have to tell you business 
people about the burden of excessive Fed- 
eral regulation. Under the direction of Vice 
President Bush, we have cut 300 million 
man hours off the processing of needless 
redtape and paperwork that was demanded 
by government. 


The cumulative effect of our efforts is just 
now being felt, and the signs are good. Con- 
sumer spending is up. Productivity is up. 
Industrial production, retail sales, auto sales, 
housing and construction are all up since 
the beginning of the year. Last quarter, the 
economy grew by 8.7 percent, a much 
bigger jump than any of us had expected or 
predicted. 

One of the last indicators to turn around 
is unemployment. I feel deeply about the 
suffering of the unemployed, and don’t let 
anyone tell you differently. I went through 
looking for a job in the Great Depression of 
the thirties. Do you think that going back to 
the policies that dragged our economy 
down and set fire to inflation will really 
help the unemployed? Or would you agree 
that the best way to help all Americans is to 
continue the reforms that have brought 
down inflation, interest rates, taxes, and 
that last month gave us the biggest monthly 
drop in unemployment in almost 24 years? 

In these 2% years, we have fundamental- 
ly changed the direction of government in 
America. We.were headed toward ever-in- 
creasing government control, toward a soci- 
ety where power and decisions would be 
controlled not by you the people, but by a 
faceless central authority. Permit me to ask 
you one more question. Is that the America 
you want to live in and leave to your chil- 
dren? Or do we want to live in a society 
where all people have the right to make 
decisions for themselves? 

Here again, the Hispanic Chamber is 
playing a significant role. You have pro- 
vided a valuable resource to your communi- 
ty, bridging the gap between major corpo- 
rations and government, making certain 
that your enterprises and business people 
have the technical assistance and the con- 
tracts they need to compete. In only 5 
years, the number of Hispanic-owned firms 
has jumped 65 percent to some 363,000 
businesses, generating about $18 billion in 
sales per year. 

My administration remains firm in_ its 
commitment to expanding minority-owned 
business. And through the strong efforts of 
the Small Business Administration, which 
has as its Deputy Administrator, Eddie Her- 
rera, and through our commitment to mi- 
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nority procurement, we've put our money 
where our mouth is. 

Let me answer some of the criticisms that 
are being hoisted and thrown around, and 
let’s make one thing plain. Our goal isn’t 
welfare or handouts, it’s jobs and opportuni- 
ty. [Applause] 

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you very 
much. You have just sent a message to some 
people that need to hear it in Washington, 
D.C. 

If we can prevent our country from being 
drawn back to the policies of tax, spend, 
and inflate—policies that knocked the wind 
out of our economy in the first place—we'll 
be on our way to a new era of growth and 
expansion that will better the life of every 
American. With the energy and enthusiasm 
I sense in this room, I predict Americans of 
Hispanic descent will be leading the way. 
Let us join together today to accept a great 
challenge. And the challenge is to double 
the number of businesses owned by Ameri- 
cans of Hispanic descent and to do it in the 
next 4 years. 

What we are struggling to build, howev- 
er, is much more than a society of wealth. 
You need only to look around the world to 
see the relationship between economic free- 
dom and political and social freedom. Na- 
tions with government-controlled econo- 
mies usually have government-controlled 
speech, religion, and press, as well. Some of 
you here know that from personal experi- 
ence. 

And of course, some people believe that 
governments should dominate human 
action and that individuals must live like 
sheep. Such people don’t believe in the po- 
litical and social freedoms that we hold 
dear. They are contemptuous of the wor- 
ship of God. That philosophy is alien to this 
hemisphere and has brought deprivation 
and tyranny wherever it’s gained a foot- 
hold. 

No better example exists than Cuba. 
Under Castro’s rule, Cuba has become the 
economic basket case of the hemisphere. 
The Cuban Government sells its young men 
as Soviet cannon fodder in exchange for a 
massive subsidy without which it couldn't 
survive. The Cuban people have been be- 
trayed. They have neither freedom nor ma- 
terial goods. The only things abundant 
there today are slogans, weapons, repres- 
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sion, and shortages. Food and the necessi- 
ties of life are severely rationed. 

You know, I have to interrupt and tell 
you something, ‘cause I just heard a little 
joke that I think some people in Cuba are 
telling. [Laughter] Castro was making a 
speech to a large audience, and he said, 
“They say that I am—accuse me of inter- 
vening in Angola.” And a man going 
through the audience said, “Peanuts, pop- 
corn.” He said, “They say that I’m interven- 
ing in Mozambique,” and the same voice 
said, “Peanuts and popcorn.” And he said, 
“They say I’m intervening in Nicaragua.” 
“Peanuts and popcorn.” And by this time 
he’s boiling mad, and he said, “Bring that 
man who’s shouting ‘peanuts and popcorn’ 
to me, and I’m going to kick him all the 
way to Miami.” [Laughter] And everybody 
in the audience started shouting, “Peanuts 
and popcorn.” [Laughter and applause] 

Thank you. 

Cuba’s repression and economic failure, 
seriously, are consistent with what has hap- 
pened in every Communist country. Jamai- 
ca flirted with radical socialism, and it 
turned a tranquil, peace-loving country 
with great economic potential into a bitter- 
ly divided, impoverished society. It’s a trib- 
ute to the freedom-loving Jamaicans that 
they withstood the totalitarian temptation 
and are now rebuilding their country’s pros- 
perity with the tools of freedom and de- 
mocracy. 

Today, our nation is confronted with a 
challenge of supreme importance. A 
faraway totalitarian power has set its sights 
on our friends and neighbors in Central 
America and the Caribbean. If we don’t 
meet our responsibilities there, we'll pay 
dearly for it. 

The security aspect of this challenge must 
be addressed. Those who suggest otherwise 
are courting disaster. So we’re helping our 
friends to defend themselves, and we will 
continue to help them, showing them we'll 
stand by them in their hour of need. 

But let’s get one thing straight. Those 
who claim our support is only of a military 
nature are building a huge strawman. Secu- 
rity assistance is not the essence of our ap- 
proach to Central America and the Carib- 
bean. I don’t know how many times it must 
be repeated before the message gets 
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through: Three out of every four dollars we 
send to the region are in the form of eco- 
nomic aid. From the early days of this ad- 
ministration, we’ve been promoting democ- 
racy, dialog, and economic progress in Cen- 
tral America and the Caribbean. 

When I got to Washington, one of the 
first heads of state to visit the White House 
was Jamaica’s Prime Minister Seaga. He was 
anxious to build his economy and, together, 
we worked out a program to encourage pri- 
vate sector investment. By turning his 
country away from socialism, Prime Minis- 
ter Seaga has ended 7 years of economic 
decline that plagued his people. One hun- 
dred sixty-two new investments have been 
made to date, providing the potential for 
thousands of new jobs. 


Our Caribbean Basin Initiative is de- 


signed to bring the power of private enter- 
prise—America’s most potent weapon—to 
help build Central America and the Carib- 
bean. I was finally able to sign this impor- 
tant legislation just 1 week ago, after too 
long a wait. 

As far as I’m concerned, too much politics 


has been played with what should be our 
role in Central America. When it comes to 
keeping our country safe, there must be no 
Republicans, no Democrats, just Americans. 
[Applause] 

Thank you. 


Our AID [Agency for International De- 
velopment] program continues to do some 
great work in developing the potential of 
the region’s private sector. In Honduras, a 
team of private sector experts sent by AID 
helped that country reorganize its forest 
management, permitting it to protect its re- 
sources while reaping the benefits of valua- 
ble timberland. I had the honor of personal- 
ly handing the report of the task force to 
President Suazo of Honduras. 

In the Dominican Republic and Haiti, 
where swine fever disease threatened their 
entire pork production, AID helped them 
eradicate the dreaded disease. 

In Jamaica, AID helped finance an aqua- 
culture project that when fully implement- 
ed will provide a new cash crop from fish 
ponds, just as it’s providing loans, capital, to 
numerous small business enterprises in 
other developing Latin American countries. 


In Guatemala, AID teams with scientific 
know-how showed farmers how to use less 
fertilizer and still double their crops. 

Similar efforts are being made in El Sal- 
vador, where AID-financed technical assist- 
ance is helping tens of thousands of new 
land owners under the agrarian reform pro- 
gram to learn how to manage their land 
and increase their income. 

And there in El Salvador, as is true in 
other countries in the region, the AFL- 
CIO’s American Institute for Free Labor is 
playing an admirable role, both in assisting 
the land reform process and in providing 
guidance in the creation of a free union 
movement. 

I'm also aware of what the Hispanic 
Chamber is doing to strengthen our ties 
with your business counterparts to the 
South. I applaud you for your international 
trade conference, held in Guadalajara, and 
the initiative that you are demonstrating in 
the Western Hemispheric Congress of Latin 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry. 

But much more of this information should 
be given to the American public. We’re in 
the midst of a long overdue awakening. The 
time has come when all us in the Americas, 
in the Western Hemisphere, can and must 
recognize our common bonds. Most of us 
are descended from pioneers, people with 
the courage to leave the familiar and start 
again in a new world. We came here in 
search of a dream, looking for freedom and 
a better life. We worship ithe same God. 
From the tip of Tierra del Fuego to the 
north slopes of Alaska, we are all Ameri- 
cans, a new breed of people. 

And what a mighty force we can be for 
good if we work together and use our com- 
bined potential. There have been mistakes 
made in the past, but we can overcome 
those mistakes because what binds us to- 
gether is far stronger than what divides us. 

I have a vision of a united hemisphere, 
united not by the arbitrary bonds of state 
but by the voluntary bonds of free ideals. 
Today, you, our citizens of Hispanic de- 
scent, can be a bridge to our neighbors in 
the south. We have much to do together as 
Americans and as citizens of the hemi- 
sphere. And with God’s help, there is noth- 
ing that we cannot accomplish. 
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Thank you for having me with you, and 
vaya con Dios. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:31 p.m. in 
the Regency Ballroom of the Tampa Hyatt 
Regency Hotel. The convention and Inter- 
national Business Exchange was attended 
by approximately 5,000 representatives 
from government, the corporate sector, and 
the Hispanic business community in the 
United States, Mexico, and other Latin 
American countries. 

Following his remarks, the President went 
to El Paso, Tex., where he remained over- 
night. 


1984 and 1985 Feed Grain Programs 





Message to the House of Representatives 
Returning H.R. 3564 Without Approval. 
August 12, 1983 





To the House of Representatives: 

I am returning herewith without my ap- 
proval H.R. 3564, “To require the Secretary 
of Agriculture to make an earlier announce- 
ment of the 1984 crop feed grain program 
and of the 1985 crop wheat and feed grain 
programs.” 

H.R. 3564 directs the Secretary of Agri- 
culture to announce the 1984 and 1985 
feed grain programs no later than Septem- 
ber 30 of the preceding year and to an- 
nounce the 1985 wheat program no later 
than July 1, 1984. Current law sets Novem- 
ber 15 as the announcement date for feed 
grains; the wheat program announcement 
date in current law is August 15. Thus, ir 
each case the announcements would have 
to be made approximately six weeks earlier 
than the current law now requires. 

The main purpose of acreage adjustment 
programs is to assist producers in adjusting 
supplies to meet demand. When projecting 
the supply/demand situation for the next 
crop year, it is essential to have the best 
possible information about the current crop 
year, while giving due consideration to pro- 
ducers’ planning needs. Sound estimates of 
production as well as timely announce- 
ments are a vital component for designing 
successful programs. Good program design 
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ultimately serves the best interests of pro- 
ducers, consumers, and taxpayers. 

The Administration is sympathetic to the 
need for making acreage adjustment pro- 
gram announcements as early as possible. 
When conditions warrant, the Secretary of 
Agriculture will continue the ongoing prac- 
tice of announcing commodity programs 
before the statutory deadlines. However, 
when the appropriate program decision is 
not obvious, it is essential that the Secretary 
retain the discretion to announce wheat as 
late as August 15 and feed grains as late as 
November 15. 

This flexibility will enable the Secretary 
to respond quickly to unforeseen circum- 
stances, such as drought or early frost. With- 
out this flexibility, the mandate in H.R. 
3564 could either exacerbate a surplus 
supply situation and needlessly increase 
budget outlays by substantial amounts or 
unnecessarily create a grain shortage and 
cause food prices to increase sharply. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
August 12, 1983. 


Situation in Central America 





Radio Address to the Nation. 
August 13, 1983 





My fellow Americans: 

I’m speaking to you from El Paso, Texas. 
Tomorrow, I'll be in Mexico, meeting with 
President de la Madrid. 

Earlier this week I met with the new 
national, bipartisan Commission on Central 
America. The Commission will look at long- 
range issues and recommend a truly nation- 
al approach to them. 

One thing especially impressed me. The 
Commission members are all distinguished, 
well-educated people, but they’ve made 
their first task a concentrated study of Cen- 
tral America. Professor Kissinger has prom- 
ised to make their learning program a 
tough one. I mention this because the polls 
say many Americans are confused about 
what we’re supporting in Central America 
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and about why that region, so close to home 
and to our strategic trading arteries, is im- 
portant to us. 

The mail I receive tells the same story. 
Well, my staff recently put together a com- 
posite letter that combines the most wide- 
spread misconceptions. It goes like this: 

“Dear Mr. President: The United States 
has not learned any lessons from history. 
We refuse to understand the root causes of 
violence and revolution. El Salvador proves 
that we continue to support ruthless dicta- 
tors who oppose change and abuse human 
freedom. And by refusing to deal decently 
with the Sandanista government in Nicara- 
gua, we have forced it into the arms of 
Cuba and the Soviet Union. Military meas- 
ures will just make things worse. Anyway, 
democracy can’t work in Central America.” 
End of composite letter. 

Sound familiar? I’m sure you’ve heard it 
all before. But let’s look at what is really 
happening. 

We have learned from history. Years of 
poverty and injustice in Central America 
are a root cause of the violence. That’s why 
our economic assistance there is greater, 
three times greater than our military aid. 

We are on the side of peaceful, democrat- 
ic change in Central America, and our ac- 
tions prove it daily. But we aren’t the only 
ones interested in Central America. The 
Soviet Union and Cuba are intervening 
there, because they believe they can exploit 
the problems so as to install ruthless Com- 
munist dictatorships, such as we see in 
Cuba. 

We are not supporting dictators either of 
the far right or the far left. We’re working 
hard with Costa Rica and Honduras, which 
are true democracies, and we’re helping El 
Salvador to become one. Only democracy 
can guarantee that a government will not 
turn against its own people, because in a 
democracy, people are the masters of gov- 
ernment, not the servants. 

Now, it’s true that some members of El 
Salvador’s security forces still misuse their 
public trust. You can’t instantly erase some- 
thing that’s been going on for a century or 
more. But we deplore even passive accept- 
ance of such actions, and I can assure you 
great progress is being made. Can anyone 
really believe that the situation would im- 


prove if our influence for moderation were 
removed? 

Commitment to human rights means 
working at problems, not walking away 
from them. And there are many brave Cen- 
tral Americans who, at great personal risk, 
are working to end these abuses. President 
Magania of El Salvador is such a man. 

That brings me to Nicaragua. We have 
dealt decently with Nicaragua, more de- 
cently than the Sandinista government 
there has treated its own citizens and 
neighbors. The Sandinistas were not elect- 
ed. They seized power through a revolution 
that, true enough, overthrew a dictatorship, 
but then the Sandinistas betrayed their re- 
peated promises of democracy and free 
elections. They betrayed many who fought 
beside them in the revolution, and they’ve 
set up a Communist dictatorship. Having 
seized power, the Sandinista bosses re- 
vealed they had chosen sides with Cuba and 
the Soviet Union a long time ago. We did 
not push them into that camp. 

Unfortunately, there have been such dis- 
tortions about U.S. policy in Central Amer- 
ica that the great majority of Americans 
don’t know which side we're on. No 
wonder a great many sincere people write 
angrily that we should support regional 
dialog, emphasize economic assistance, or 
take any number of other actions, all of 
which we’re already doing and have been 
doing for more than 2 years. 

Well, it’s time to get away from fairy tales 
and get back to reality. We support the 
elected Government of E] Salvador against 
Communist-backed guerrillas who would 
take over the country by force. And we 
oppose the unelected Government of Nica- 
ragua, which supports those guerrillas with 
weapons and ammunition. Now, that, of 
course, puts us in sympathy with those 
Nicaraguans who are trying to restore the 
democratic promises made during the revo- 
lution, the so-called contras. 

Our neighbors in the Americas are impor- 
tant to us, and they need our help. We’re 
working hard to provide economic and po- 
litical support for development so that bal- 
lots will replace bullets in that troubled 
region. That’s the reason for the Caribbean 
Basin Initiative and all our economic assist- 
ance. At the same time, we’re helping our 
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neighbors create a defensive shield to pro- 
tect themselves from Communist interven- 
tion while they go forward with economic 
reform. We do this by providing training, 
assistance, and firm demonstrations of our 
resolve to deter Communist aggression. 
And that’s the reason for the bipartisan 
commission, which has now begun its work. 

If we all look calmly at the facts, we can 
unite to protect our national interests and 
give our neighbors the help they need with- 
out spooking ourselves in the process. 

Till next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. 
from the Marriott Hotel in El Paso, Tex. 


American G.I. Forum 





Remarks at the 35th Annual Convention in 
El Paso, Tex. August 13, 1983 





Thank you very much, Ernie, for those 
kind words. 

Our chairman, Mr. Ambassador, reverend 
clergy, your national head, Jose Cano, Sena- 
tor Tower, the very distinguished guests 
here at the headtable, and you ladies and 
gentlemen: 

Let me say right off that our administra- 
tion knows how responsive the man you've 
honored here, John Tower, is to the con- 
cerns of the G.I. Forum. John is easily one 
of the most experienced and powerful 
Members of the Senate. He’s been a great 
friend to you. He’s one of the major reasons 
America is moving toward strength and 
prosperity. And I join you in saluting Sena- 
tor John Tower today. 

But seeing John and all of you is a great 
pleasure. You know, it’s an odd thing, but 
the farther we get from Washington, the 
better I feel. As a westerner, of course, I 
feel at home here in Texas. For one thing 
there is the food. You know about my incli- 
nations in this area. After all, we served 
enchiladas to the Queen of England. And 
sometimes when a Cabinet meeting starts 
to drag, I wonder what would happen if the 
jellybean jar there and the Cabinet table 
was filled with jalapeno jellybeans. [Laugh- 
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ter] I'm thinking of trying it one of these 
days. 

But I relish every stop we make while 
we’re on the road. But I have to tell you 
that this gathering today is one I’ve espe- 
cially looked forward to. Speaking to the 
G.I. Forum gives me a chance to do some- 
thing that not many American Presidents 
have done: to say something important to 
all Americans of Hispanic descent, some- 
thing that should have been said a long 
time ago. 

The G.I. Forum was founded by Hispanic 
Americans who wore our country’s uniform, 
who fought in our wars, who account for 
some of the most astonishing acts of valor 
and personal sacrifice in the great and long 
history of our nation’s Armed Forces. I 
don’t think I have to recount those deeds to 
you. I know you’re proud of them, and I 
know they are part of the proud heritage 
that you pass on to your children. And 
that’s why I thought you might like to know 
about something that happened recently in 
Washington—something that says a lot 
about the courage and contributions of His- 
panic Americans to our freedom. 

The Pentagon has a wonderful tradition 
of dedicating their hallways to some of our 
greatest military figures. Now, like myself, 
most of you who were in the military prob- 
ably didn’t spend much time in the Penta- 
gon during your careers. But, as President, 
I’ve had a chance to see some of the exhib- 
its and memorabilia in those corridors dedi- 
cated to great men like Generals MacAr- 
thur and Eisenhower. 

Every citizen should know Americans of 
Hispanic descent have an impressively high, 
if not the highest honor recipient for their 
representation in the military. There is a 
permanent exhibit at the Pentagon, not to a 
single person, but to these 37 men of 
valor—names like . Lucian Adams, Jose 
Lopez, Cleto Rodriguez, Rodolfo Hernan- 
dez, Joseph Rodriguez, Louis Rocco, and 
Roy Benavidez. And I’m proud to tell you 
today that just last week, Secretary Wein- 
berger opened a new exhibit near the Hall 
of Heroes with a portrait depicting each of 
these American heroes of Hispanic descent. 
It is a real crowd-pleaser. I hope many of 
you have a chance to visit it. But whether 
you get there or not, remember one thing: 
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That exhibit—your exhibit—is an inspiration 
to all the American people. 

The exhibit is only a smail sign of what I 
see when I visit our military installations or 
ships throughout the world—Hispanic 
names and faces everywhere. For me, those 
names are a sign of all you’ve given and 
continue to give to America. America has 
always been blessed by the diversity of our 
people and the rich heritages they brought 
to our shores. But the contribution of His- 
panic Americans—your devotion to country, 
your belief in the values of family, work, 
neighborhood, and_ religion—these are 
among our most precious gifts. 

And so today, as perhaps the first Presi- 
dent who’s had the chance to say it, and on 
behalf of every American—I want to thank 
Hispanic Americans who have served so 
valiantly in our Armed Forces, and who 
serve today. Yours is a record of honor and 
devotion that makes not just you but every 
American proud. 

And maybe we should be reminded that 
these gentlemen up here, holders of the 
Congressional Medal of Honor, it is given 
for service above and beyond the call of 
duty. But you know better than most that 
Hispanic Americans have not always been 
remembered for their service or valor, have 
not always been treated with the dignity, 
respect, and fairness they deserve. This was 
particularly true at the end of World War 
II, when those who had fought for their 
country returned home to confront discrim- 
ination in education, health care, housing, 
employment, and other areas. But true to 
your tradition, you responded with charac- 
ter and courage. 

One of your number, Dr. Hector Perez 
Garcia, a physician and surgeon in Corpus 
Christi, founded this forum, and under his 
leadership, veterans gathered to fight for 
the rights of Americans of Mexican descent. 
Within a year’s time, there were over 100 
chapters in Texas alone. Word of your cour- 
age and success spread throughout neigh- 
boring States, and then the entire Nation. 
And today you have 500 chapters in ap- 
proximately 200 cities in 33 States uphold- 
ing the rights of Hispanic Americans. 

As you fought for your rights everywhere, 
you helped preserve the dream that began 
this country: the dream of government that 
worked for the people, and not the other 


way around; the dream of equal justice 
under the law; of the right of every man, 
woman, and child to enjoy the blessings of 
liberty, not as a function of their class or 
background, but only because they bore the 
simple title—that proudest of all boasts: “I 
am an American.” Your fight against dis- 
crimination was every American’s fight. 
Your efforts made America better for all of 
us, and today, on behalf of all your country- 
men, I thank you for that too. 

As Americans of Hispanic descent take 
their rightful place in the front ranks of our 
nation’s leadership, I know you will always 
remember those who began so much in 
Texas 35 years ago. Dr. Garcia, all of us pay 
tribute to you today. I speak for everyone 
here when I say to you, sir—and I hope I 
can get this right—Usted es un gran lider 
de su pueblo [You are a great leader of your 
people]. 

With my inability at languages, you may 
not have to translate that for the Anglos; 
you may have to translate-it for the His- 
panics. [Laughter] 

Now, I don’t need to tell you the struggle 
against discrimination is never over, and 
this administration will stand beside you as 
you continue the struggle. We have ap- 
pointed more than 125 Hispanics to key 
positions in this administration. And our Jus- 
tice Department is ever alert to safeguard 
your civil rights and those of all Americans. 

Let me just say a word about our excel- 
lent relations with the G.I. Forum. They 
begin with the efforts of one outstanding 
individual, your chairman, Jose Cano. Now, 
he and I may not always agree, but we’ve 
worked well together to accomplish a great 
deal and my pledge to him is my pledge to 
you: You have a friend in Washington. As 
long as I am there, the Oval Office will be a 
place of warmth and hospitality for His- 
panic Americans. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the concern that 
you've shown for justice for your own 
people is the best tradition of America. You 
should be especially proud that even in the 
seventies, when the demands of special-in- 
terest politicians were in full cry, you 
always advanced your own cause within the 
framework of advancing your country’s in- 
terest first. 
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Now, we’ve just emerged from the era of 
special interests, a sad time when coalitions 
were built with an eye toward the next 
election, not what’s good for the country. 
Some would have us forget what that kind 
of politics did to us, especially to those at 
the bottom of the socioeconomic ladder. It 
was those Americans—many of them of His- 
panic descent—who suffered most from the 
economic mess that was left to us in 1980. 
It was they who were deprived of the only 
chance they ever really wanted: the chance 
to show how far their faith, dreams, and 
talents could take them in a free society. 

Today, many who still practice the poli- 
tics of the past would take you back to the 
days of lost opportunities, special-interest 
politics, tax and tax, spend and spend. Well, 
let me remind you what those days were 
like. In the 1970’s, it was special-interest 
politics that tripled Federal spending and 
special-interest politics that doubled Feder- 
al taxes in just 5 years, between 1976 and 
1981. All that big spending and taxing 
drained life and energy from the economy. 
Opportunities dried up, and lower income 
Americans found it harder to make ends 
meet. 

Think back to those desperate days when 
paychecks grew smaller and the grocery 
bills grew higher and higher. in 1980 we 
had the worst inflation since the Second 
World War, the highest prime interest 
rate—21% percent—in more than a cen- 
tury, soaring taxes, and rising unemploy- 
ment. But what had you heard from those 
in Washington: That you suffered from a 
malaise, that it was your fault, that you 
wanted too much, that you had to give up 
your hopes and tell your children not to 
dream as you once dreamed. 

The bureaucratic profiteers were in full 
control. Even as the economy was collaps- 
ing around them, they could only come up 
with more and more schemes to superin- 
tend their disasters and run our lives—even 
down to restricting credit cards and super- 
vising thermostats. 

But there’s a strain of pride, independ- 
ence, and common sense that runs through 
this country which no fast-talking, chicken- 
in-every-pot politician has ever really es- 
caped for long. From the very beginning of 
this country, our people have had an uncan- 
ny knack for reminding politicians who's 
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really in charge here, who it is under the 
American Constitution that has the final 
say. And so the people spoke. They spoke 
for the future and their children’s future. 
They spoke for change. 

And that’s when we went to work, even 
as the special-interest politicians predicted 
doom and disaster. They said we couldn’t 
do it—indeed, they fought us all the way— 
but we cut the growth in Federal spending 
by 40 percent. They said we couldn’t do 
it—they fought us all the way—but we cut 
every American’s tax rates by 25 percent. 
They said we couldn’t do it—they fought us 
all the way—but we came up with the most 
important reform of them all. In 1985 your 
income tax rates will be indexed, so that 
never again will you be pushed into higher 
tax brackets just by inflation, by which gov- 
ernment profits. 

In a little over 2% years we’ve moved 
from economic disaster to economic 
growth. Sure we have a long way to go, but 
look at the results coming in: The prime 
rate is down by nearly half; inflation is 
down by 80 percent; the economy grew last 
quarter at an annual rate of 8.7 percent; 
purchasing power is going up; and more 
Americans are now working than ever 
before in the history of the United States. 

But you know there’s an easier way that 
you can tell that our program is working. 
Our critics don’t call it “Reaganomics” any- 
more. 

But let me touch on one more important 
area where we’re moving forward, trying to 
make things better. When I visited San An- 
tonio in May I expressed my concern about 
the impact of the peso devaluation on the 
people of southern Texas and the border 
areas of other States. I said this is not just 
your problem; it’s our problem, and we'll 
meet it together. Well, that’s exactly what 
we're doing. 

I designated a southwestern border States 
working group to study the problems and 
give me recommendations. They have done 
that just a few days ago. And I am pleased 
to announce that today we are ready to 
move. 

I have just asked the Vice President to 
oversee the establishment of an interagency 
action group. We are determined to coordi- 
nate every government program we can 
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tap to mitigate economic hardship in your 
border regions. We will work with your 
State and local leaders to help stimulate 
jobs and diversify your economies, and we'll 
start doing it not next year or next week— 
today. 

I believe that we’re beginning to restore 
hope and confidence in America. And it 
doesn’t stop with the economy. Remember 
a few years ago when American prestige 
seemed to decline with every new crisis, 
when Soviet intervention on four continents 
was going unchecked, even unnoticed? Re- 
member when American Embassies were 
sacked, when our hostages were taken, 
when our government seemed to be intimi 
dated by every two-bit dictator in this 
hemisphere and elsewhere? Remember 
how our national defenses were crumbling? 

Well, today our defenses are being re- 
built. The Soviet Union’s attempts to domi- 
nate the world are being checked, and we 
have begun hard bargaining that can result 
in realistic and verifiable arms control trea- 
ties. 

Let me say something here about a for- 
eign policy area I know you have a special 
interest in. Our policy in Central America 
can be very simply put and clearly under- 
stood: We want to see the peoples of those 
nations escape the poverty and oppression 
of their pasts; we want to see them move 
toward societies where democratic and 
human rights are protected and where a 
decent standard of living is assured. We will 
bend every effort through economic and 
technical assistance to help them accom- 
plish this goal. But I know that you'll agree 
with me that they'll never have a chance to 
build their future of freedom and prosperity 
if they’re surrendered to the tender mer- 
cies of Fidel Castro, Colonel Qadhafi, and 
their superintendents in Moscow. We can’t 
let that happen; we won’t let it happen. 

The goal of our policy south of the border 
is plain: The Americas belong to the peo- 
ples of the Americas and nobody else. And 
we're all Americans. From the South Pole 
to the North Pole—and no other place on 
Earth can say this—all of us in the more 
than 30 countries of this Western Hemi- 
sphere are Americans. 

Yes, we respect and we honor our nation- 
al sovereignty and we’re loyal, each to our 
own countries, but where else in the world 


do you cross a border as you can here into 
another nation and still be among Ameri- 
cans? 

Now, I realize the naysayers and doom- 
criers are not tripping over each other to 
give us credit for a stronger foreign policy, 
updated defenses, or economic recovery, 
and I can sympathize with them—just think 
of all those campaign speeches that would 
have to be rewritten. The special-interest 
politicians may forget that the record is 
clear. Because Americans didn’t take no for 
an answer, they believed in their future, 
rejected counsels of retreat and supported 
this administration’s efforts to get our meas- 
ures through the Congress, America is 
growing in pride and strength at home and 
abroad. 

It seems to me that those naysayers have 
some explaining to do. They are the ones 
who said we couldn’t do it, but we did it. 
They’re the ones who said it wouldn’t work, 
but it’s working. And always remember, 
they are the ones who fought us all the way 
and are still fighting us today. 

The theme of your convention is the His- 
panic American renaissance. During your 
meetings, I hope you'll keep in mind the 
real message I have goes far beyond the 
statistics I’ve recited or the economic 
growth that we’re enjoying. The fundamen- 
tal question before us today is not just the 
Hispanic American renaissance; it is our 
country’s renaissance. Do we keep our 
country upward bound and on the move 
again? Or do we go back to big government 
and economic decline? Will we hold fast to 
the values of work and family, or will we 
return to never-ending government intru- 
sions into how we spend our paychecks and 
how we raise our children? 

There isn’t time to outline all that we’re 
trying to do to give back to you, the Ameri- 
can people, control over your own lives and 
destinies. Even as we fight to restore pros- 
perity at home and our prestige abroad, 
we're dealing firmly and imaginatively with 
the menace of crime and drugs that has 
cost us so dearly, especially here in Texas. 
We've expanded the success of the South 
Florida Task Force by establishing 12 simi- 
lar task forces throughout the Nation, in- 
cluding one in Houston. That means more 
than 1,200 new investigators and prosecu- 
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tors will be cracking down on the drug 
racketeers. 

We're launching a frontal assault on orga- 
nized crime with the recent appointment of 
a Kefauver-style commission, headed by a 
distinguished jurist, that will hold regional 
hearings throughout the country. 

And we're moving in another area: to 
end the politicizing of education, bring ex- 
cellence back to our schools, better oppor- 
tunity for our schoolchildren, including ef- 
fective bilingual programs so important for 
Hispanic children. And I hope you'll join 
me in persuading the Congress to accede to 
the overwhelming desire of the American 
people for a constitutional amendment per- 
mitting prayer in our schools. 

Here then are the questions before you 
and before every American in the years 
ahead: Will we be better off with a future 
aimed at growth and opportunity, or one 
bogged down in lowered expectations and 
economic decline? Will we choose a future 
with a sparkling economy where young 
men and women can climb as far as their 
talents take them, or will Americans of His- 
panic descent face a future with more gov- 
ernment, more taxes, and more bureaucra- 
cy which suffocate enterprise and initiative? 

Will we be better off relying on our 
pride, respect, and accomplishments as a 
people, or must we sink into dependency 
through government busing and quotas and 
all the other elaborate social schemes 
dreamed up in Washington during the past 
40 years? 

And what about our national security? 
Which road will we take there? Will we be 
better off with a future where America’s 
interests are firmly protected and de- 
fended, or will we choose a future where 
the only clear goal seems to be a deal cut at 
almost any price with America’s adversaries 
in the world? 

Hispanic Americans are at the thresh- 
old—I think you can sense your own power, 
your ability to influence America in the 
future. The decisions you make in the next 
few years will have an enormous impact on 
our society. As we move toward the 2lst 
century, you'll be increasingly in positions 
of power, and your fellow citizens will look 
up to you for leadership and guidance. 

I urge you today remain true to the 
values—the devotion to God, family, and 
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country—that have made you the proud 
people you are today. Hold fast to the 
dreams you've always had for your children. 
Reject those who say that your dreams 
cannot fashion your future, that your desti- 
ny is in the hands of unelected bureaucrats 
and social engineers in Washington. Cherish 
your dreams, cherish them because they are 
what brought you or your fathers or their 
fathers to this country and have contributed 
so much to America’s growth and vitality. 

America is “a willingness of the heart,” F. 
Scott Fitzgerald once said. Well, the hearts 
of Hispanic Americans have always been 
willing. You’ve defended America on count- 
less battlefields; you’ve strengthened our 
economy, enriched our culture, broadened 
our perspectives. 

“A man wouldn’t sell his life to you,” Wil- 
liam Manchester wrote of his days as a 
marine in the South Pacific, “but he will 
give it to you for a piece of colored ribbon.” 
You have always understood this better 
than most. You’ve known that the values, 
faith, and dreams of a people mean far 
more than a thousand promises of an easy 
life or a comfortable existence. You have 
reminded us that independence, honor, and 
devotion to country and family are more 
than just words. You have stood by those 
values, you’ve lived them, and you’ve been 
an inspiration to your children and your 
countrymen. 

As I said when I began, I’ve come here 
today to thank you for all that. But I came 
here today, too, to speak of the future and 
to challenge you to the role that you must 
play in it. Because the people have spoken 
for change, America is better off because of 
that than she was a few years ago. Now it is 
in your hands to continue that progress— 
through this century and the next. Don’t let 
America sink back into the boredom and 
mediocrity of collectivism, into the politics 
of envy, protest, and special interests. 

Keep America upward bound, on the 
move; keep her always that shining city, 
that inspiration, that “last best hope” to all 
the oppressed and helpless of the world. 

God bless you, and God bless America. 

Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:38 p.m. in 
the El Paso Civic Center. He was introduced 
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by Ernest Angelo, the Forum’s national 
committeeman from Texas. 

On Friday evening, August 12, the Presi- 
dent met at the Marriott Hotel with the 
leadership of the American G.I. Forum. The 
following morning, he met at the hotel with 
Senator John Tower. 

Following his appearance at the Civic 
Center, the President met with representa- 
tives of the National Narcotics Border Inter- 
diction System and the El Paso Intelligence 
Center at the Marriott Hotel. He stayed at 
the hotel overnight. 


Desegregation Funds for the Chicago 
Board of Education 





Message to the House of Representatives 
Returning H_J. Res. 338 Without Approval. 
August 13, 1983 





To the House of Representatives: 

I am returning herewith without my ap- 
proval HJ. Res. 338. This bill was originally 
included in the 1983 Supplemental Appro- 
priation bill, which I recently signed (P.L. 
98-63), but was separately passed because it 
was inadvertently omitted from the en- 
rolled version of that bill. Normally such 
bills passed as a result of enrollment errors 
are signed as a matter of course. I am 
taking this unusual action because of the 
extraordinarily important constitutional 
principles raised by this particular measure. 

HJ. Res. 338 appropriates $20 million for 
the purpose of providing a source of funds 
from which the Secretary of Education 
could comply with the June 30, 1983 order 
issued in United States v. Board of Educa- 
tion of the City of Chicago, No. 80C5124 
(N.D. Ill), if the order is upheld on appeal. 
The case was brought by the United States 
to desegregate the Chicago school system. 
The court ordered the United States to pro- 
vide a minimum of $14.6 million and froze 
more than $250 million appropriated by 
Congress for other educational programs in 
order to meet expenses incurred by the 
Chicago Board of Education in carrying out 


its constitutional responsibilities to desegre- 
gate its school system. The court enjoined 
the Department of Education from provid- 
ing grants to hundreds of other worthy 
grantees under several programs of national 
significance, including grants intended to 
facilitate local desegregation efforts and 
others intended to follow up on the report 
of the National Commission on Excellence 
in Education. 

I well understand the reasons motivating 
the Congress to pass this legislation. Under 
the order of the court in Chicago, other 
education programs throughout the country 
were denied the funding they rightfully ex- 
pected to receive. The Chicago court’s os- 
tensible purpose in issuing this order was to 
provide a source of funds for the implemen- 
tation of its decree. Congress hoped by the 
passage of this legislation to induce the 
court to release the funds that were im- 
pounded by the court. But I believe that 
the better course is to seek swift reversal of 
the district court’s order. 

This veto is not premised on a desire to 
protect the Federal budget. It is based upon 
my conviction that the Constitution and its 
process of separated powers and checks and 
balances does not permit the judiciary to 
determine spending priorities or to reallo- 
cate funds appropriated by Congress. Those 
are exclusively the functions of the Legisla- 
tive and Executive branches, and the use of 
judicial decrees to assume such power raises 
problems of profound constitutional signifi- 
cance. 

If finally ordered to pay additional funds 
to the Board of Education of the City of 
Chicago, the Federal government will of 
course do so. It is inappropriate, however, 
for a court to withhold millions of dollars 
worth of unrelated and necessary education 
programs to enforce its orders. 

Under these circumstances, I must reluc- 
tantly veto this bill. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
August 13, 1983. 
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Meeting With President Miguel de la 
Madrid Hurtado of Mexico 





Remarks at the Arrival Ceremony in 
La Paz, Mexico. August 14, 1983 


President de la Madrid. Your Excellency, 
Mr. Ronald Reagan, President of the United 
States of America, ladies and gentlemen, it 
is my great pleasure to welcome you and 
the distinguished members of your party to 
Mexican territory. I am sure that our meet- 
ing, although brief, will contribute to the 
further strengthening of the loyal, dignified, 
and fruitful friendship of our peoples. 

This part of Mexico has been the scene of 
many facets of our history. It was here on 
the shores of Cortez’ Vermillion Sea that 
dreams of discovering new worlds began to 
come true, and here today we find the 
scene of a new search and affirmation, a 
search for economic and social progress and 
the assertion of a convinced and unwaver- 
ing determination to strengthen our territo- 
rial integrity, our will to sovereignty, our 
national identity, and our commitment to 
the ideals of freedom, development, and 
justice that define the historical force of the 
Mexican people. 

Mr. President, you have arrived in a 
Mexico that trusts in the firmness of its des- 
tiny, a Mexico shaped by its own effort, a 
Mexico that has shown its ability to cast 
seed on fertile soil and to convert adversity 
into challenge and trust. Our people are 
proud of their heritage and of what is theirs 
today. We are committed to their values 
and to the development of our nation. 
However, we are not a_ self-absorbed 
people, nor are we engrossed in our imme- 
diate circumstances. 

History and perception open Mexico to 
the world and thus the solidarity and con- 
structive contact with other peoples and na- 
tions. We know that peace and progress are 
now, more than ever, shared ideals as well 
as interlinked realities and that their attain- 
ment by all can only come from shared and 
equal effort based on dignified and respect- 
ful relations. 

The momentum of history cannot in itself 
remove the obstacles that states encounter 
in their course. It is men and peoples who 
through their will and their action deter- 
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mine the outlines of history, hence the un- 
questionable value of solidarity, sustained 
international cooperation, of negotiation 
and understanding as premises for a con- 
cord in these times of redefinition and crisis 
that are threatening plural and peaceful co- 
existence and the harmonious development 
of nations. 

Today, as never before, whatever hap- 
pens in any part of the planet affects the 
peoples of all countries. In the case of 
Mexico and the United States, our proximity 
gives rise to many and complex relations. 
Despite our different viewpoints and inter- 
ests, the inescapable consequence of our di- 
verse social, economic, and cultural back- 
grounds, the border itself creates ample op- 
portunities for cooperation and exchange 
that can benefit our two peoples. 

The maturity of a political relationship 
which bears witness to our intention of 
achieving coexistence based on respect, dig- 
nity, and mutual benefit rises to oppose the 
many barriers and new problems brought 
about by the unique development of the 
two nations and those created by a frankly 
deteriorating world. The maturity is the re- 
flection of long and consistent efforts and 
has not been attained without difficulty. At 
the same time it is the sound foundation of 
our desire to comprehend, to understand, 
and to cooperate. We trust that it will con- 
tinue to permeate the actions of our gov- 
ernments and our societies for the good of 
equitable, respectful, and productive bi- 
lateral relations. 

President Reagan, today as you enter 
Mexico you cross the threshold of Latin 
America. The border between the United 
States and Mexico is also the boundary be- 
tween two different components of our con- 
tinent and two different expressions of de- 
velopment and culture—both a national and 
a regional boundary, its two faces simulta- 
neously express uniqueness and reciprocal 
influence. 

The worlds of North and South America, 
the industrialized and the developing 
worlds, are linked today by their comple- 
mentary potential and their manifold con- 
tradictions. In Latin America, the need for 
social changes is confronted today with the 
dramatic impacts of a troubled world that 
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limit its long, unsatisfied urge for develop- 
ment, freedom, democracy, and justice. 

In the face of social underdevelopment 
now aggravated by a profound economic 
crisis and by shows of force which threaten 
to touch off a conflagration, we must ur- 
gently respond with a firm vocation for 
peace and solidarity by showing respect for 
the law and for the institutions of the par- 
ties involved and by furthering the develop- 
ment and full predominance of a balanced, 
realistic, and constructive political dialog. 

Mr. President, allow me to express my 
most fervent hope that at the conclusion of 
our meeting we may look forward for the 
good of our two great peoples and of the 
region to an effective contribution toward 
the achievement of that peace and solidar- 
ity so deeply desired in our times. 

May your stay in Mexico be a pleasant 
one, Mr. President. 

President Reagan. Good morning. It’s a 
pleasure to return to your proud and beau- 
tiful country. 

This will be my first visit with President 
de la Madrid as President. At our initial 
meeting last October in San Diego and Ti- 
juana, President de la Madrid observed that 
personal and friendly contact encourages a 
free and open exchange of ideas. That 
meeting was very constructive, and I look 
forward to today’s discussion. 

We are neighbors, and as such, we are 
concerned for one another. Our sessions 
today should open new avenues to put that 
concern to good use. It’s my hope that 
President de la Madrid and I will continue 
to meet periodically. Our countries share a 
host of common objectives and hopes. Open 
and friendly communication between us 
will benefit us both. 

Last October President de la Madrid and 
I had the opportunity to get to know each 
other better and to strengthen the coopera- 
tion between our two countries. Today we 
will be able to build on our relationship and 
openly discuss our differences as well as our 
many areas of agreement. I’m sure that our 
meeting will further strengthen the mutual 
respect and understanding which is the cor- 
nerstone of relations between the United 
States and Mexico. 


Note: The exchange of remarks began at 
9:50 a.m. at the Palace of Government, 


where President Reagan was accorded a 
formal welcome. Following his remarks, he 
participated in a wreath-laying ceremony at 
the Benito Juarez Monument. 

President de la Madrid spoke in Spanish, 
and his remarks were translated by an in- 
terpreter. 


Meeting With President de la Madrid 
of Mexico 





Remarks Following the Meeting. 
August 14, 1983 





President de la Madrid, members of the of- 
ficial party, and ladies and gentlemen: 

I’m delighted to be here in La Paz, in 
Baja California Sur, on the Bay of Peace. 
This is a particularly appropriate place for 
us to meet as we work to ensure peace in 
our hemisphere and in other areas of the 
world. Your cordiality and hospitality, Mr. 
President, are deeply appreciated. 

Mr. President, you and I have spent a 
good bit of our time this morning discussing 
the future and how we can make sure that 
it’s good for both our peoples. Relations be- 
tween our countries are excellent. Last Oc- 
tober we got off to a good start when we 
met in Tijuana and San Diego prior to your 
inauguration. 

Our sessions have given us a further 
chance to get to know each other as indi- 
viduals. I can tell you that you are a man 
whom I respect and admire. It’s a pleasure 
to work with you. I pledge to you, Mr. 
President, my best efforts to strengthen and 
broaden our personal and professional rela- 
tions to the benefit of both our peoples. 

Mexico and the United States share a con- 
tinent together. We share many traditions 
and values, as well. Coming from one of the 
Southwestern States, I greatly appreciate 
the magnitude of our common bonds and of 
the strong Hispanic traditions that we 
have—something of which I’ve been re- 
minded these past few weeks when I met 
with various Hispanic groups in the United 
States. They are keenly aware of our rela- 
tions with Mexico and stressed to me the 
importance of strengthening our ties. These 
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citizens of Hispanic descent are a perma- 
nent link for us to the Hispanic world. 

I do not minimize the differences be- 
tween our two countries. We have every 
reason to be proud of the distinct cultural 
traditions of our two peoples. Yet our differ- 
ences need never diminish our good will 
and our respect for one another, because 
good will and mutual respect always should 
be the hallmark of relations between the 
United States and Mexico. 

We have a 2,000-mile common border. I 
prefer not to look on it as a border, but 
instead as a meeting place. It provides enor- 
mous potential for cooperation that we can 
tap. 

Cooperation between our two govern- 
ments has already accomplished much. 

Increasingly effective narcotics control 
activities by Mexican authorities have made 
a major contribution to my government’s 
efforts to attack this problem. We’re deeply 
grateful for your help. 

Over the years, our two governments 
have established a wide spectrum of ar- 
rangements concerning science and tech- 
nology, educational and cultural exchanges, 
housing and urban development, and co- 
ordinated responses to natural disasters. 

In a series of treaties and other agree- 
ments stretching down through this cen- 
tury, the United States and Mexico have 
established effective mechanisms for an 
equitable division of the border water re- 
sources. The International Boundary and 
Water Commission has been exceptionally 
successful in defusing problems and devel- 
oping equitable solutions to difficulties in- 
volving our precious water resources. 

As one would expect of a friend, during 
Mexico’s financial crisis of last summer the 
United States took the lead in arranging 
international support for Mexico’s recovery 
efforts. 

Mr. President, I think that we can be 
pleased with the successes that we've had. 
And the businesslike atmosphere of today’s 
meeting suggests that much more will be 
accomplished in the future. 

Yes, mistakes have been made in the past 
by our governments in their dealings with 
one another. Human beings err, and that’s 
to be expected. But friendship can over- 
come mistakes, and that, too, should be un- 
derstood. 
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I came primarily to listen, to try to un- 
derstand the concerns of the Mexican 
people and, as our actions have shown, to 
be responsive. 

In the United States, we’re just now 
emerging from a long period of economic 
turmoil, and we fully appreciate the tough 
job you face in restoring economic health. 
We're impressed with the efforts being 
taken by you, Mr. President, and the citi- 
zens of your country to resolve Mexico’s 
economic problems. As you’ve said on a 
number of occasions, the solution to Mexi- 
co’s economic difficulties will come from 
Mexico itself. That, clearly, is as it should 
be, and we applaud your determination. 

Our role is to support your efforts as best 
we can. We appreciate that droughts and 
other factors during the past 3 years have 
severely affected agricultural production in 
Mexico, compounding Mexico’s economic 
problems. Therefore, I have approved the 
extension this fiscal year of additional com- 
modity credits to help finance the purchase 
of agricultural commodities in the United 
States. We hope that these agricultural 
credits will be useful to Mexico in buying 
the food it needs without impeding your 
economic recovery efforts. We also hope to 
negotiate a further purchase of Mexican pe- 
troleum for our Strategic Petroleum Re- 
serve. 

Mr. President, we’ve demonstrated on 
several occasions that we intend to shape 
our future as equal partners. I am pleased 
that our meetings today have been produc- 
tive and that we’ve laid the groundwork for 
future action along these lines. 

In our discussions today, we dealt with a 
number of significant trade matters. Mexico 
is one of our largest markets and a vital 
source of supply. We are Mexico’s largest 
market and supplier. Despite the current 
difficulties, Mexico rightly looks to our 
market as fundamental to the strength and 
vitality of its own, and I can assure you that 
we consider Mexico’s economic health of 
great importance to our prosperity and 
well-being. 

Mr. President, you and I are determined 
to continue working out our trade problems 
and to reduce impediments to commerce 
that prevent our people from enjoying its 
maximum benefits. 
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We also see investment as an avenue for 
Mexico to obtain the capital it needs to 
expand its industry and increase efficiency. 
I know that you, Mr. President, understand 
this and are determined to work out ar- 
rangements that will attract investors. We 
agree that the Maquiladora and the Twin 
Plants program make a contribution to the 
economies of both our nations by increasing 
jobs and promoting economic activity, espe- 
cially at the border. 

Much of our discussion today related to 
the border. We are looking into ways we 
can work together to foster economic stabil- 
ity and prosperity there. We’re also con- 
cerned about protecting the environment 
in the border region, especially with respect 
to pollution of the air, water, and land. 

President de la Madrid, you and I will 
sign an agreement today which establishes a 
framework for environmental action in the 
border region. We expect this agreement to 
strengthen cooperation between our two 
countries by addressing serious pollution 
problems. Our joint International Boundary 
and Water Commission has discussed the 
problem of sewage which affects the com- 
munities of Tijuana, San Diego, Mexicali, 
and Calexico, and other locations. We need 
to solve these problems quickly, as they 
affect people in both countries. President 
de la Macrid, I know you and I are both 
committed to this task. 

Finally, Mr. President, we’ve discussed 
the situation in Central America and, while 
we have differences, there are substantial 
areas of potential cooperation. I continue to 
believe that a solution to the crisis in Cen- 
tral America must encompass four basic 
principles: 

—one, establishment and strengthening 
of democratic institutions in order to re- 
solve political differences within each state; 

—two, respect for nonintervention, in- 
cluding ending support for subversive ele- 
ments seeking to destabilize other coun- 
tries; 

—three, removal of the conflict from 
East-West confrontation through such meas- 
ures as the verifiable withdrawal of all for- 
eign military and security advisers and a 
freeze on the acquisition of offensive weap- 
ons; and 


—four, cooperation to sustain a level of 
economic growth that guarantees the basic 
needs of the people of this area. 

The principle of self-determination is as 
important to citizens of the United States as 
anyone. Our history proves it. We’ve fought 
wars for that very principle. We believe 
that people should be able to determine 
their own solutions, and that’s why we’ve 
responded to calls for help from certain of 
our Latin American neighbors. We will con- 
sider it a beautiful day in the history of that 
region when all foreign elements, including 
our own, may be safely withdrawn. 

Mr. President, I hope that God, who 
made us neighbors, will look favorably upon 
us as we work closely together to find solu- 
tions to our mutual problems. 

Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. to 
reporters assembled in the Baja yy 
Sur Legislative Chambers. Earlier, the two 
Presidents met privately in the Governor’s 
Office at the Palace of Government. They 
then moved to the Governor’s Conference 
Room, where they were joined by U.S. and 
Mexican officials, for further discussions. 


Meeting With President de la Madrid 
of Mexico 





United States-Mexico Agreement on the 
Environment in the Border Area. 
August 14, 1983 





AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA AND THE UNITED MEXICAN 
STATES ON COOPERATION FOR THE PRO- 
TECTION AND IMPROVEMENT OF THE ENVI- 
RONMENT IN THE BORDER AREA 


The United States of America and the 
United Mexican States, 

Recognizing the importance of a healthful 
environment to the long-term economic 
and social well-being of present and future 
generations of each country as well as of 
the global community; 

Recalling that the Declaration of the 
United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment, proclaimed in Stockholm in 


1137 





Aug. 14 / Administration of Ronald Reagan, 


1972, called upon nations to collaborate to 
resolve environmental problems of common 
concern; 

Noting previous agreements and pro- 
grams providing for environmental cooper- 
ation between the two countries; 

Believing that such cooperation is of 
mutual benefit in coping with similar envi- 
ronmental problems in each country; 

Acknowledging the important work of 
the International Boundary and Water 
Commission and the contribution of the 
agreements concluded between the two 
countries relating to environmental affairs; 

Reaffirming their political will to further 
strengthen and demonstrate the importance 
attached by both Governments to coopera- 
tion on environmental protection and in 
furtherance of the principle of good neigh- 
borliness; 

Have agreed as follows: 


Article 1 


The United States of America and the 
United Mexican States, hereinafter referred 
to as the Parties, agree to cooperate in the 
field of environmental protection in the 
border area on the basis of equality, reci- 
procity and mutual benefit. The objectives 
of the present Agreement are to establish 
the basis for cooperation between the Par- 
ties for the protection, improvement and 
conservation of the environment and the 
problems which affect it, as well as to agree 
on necessary measures to prevent and con- 
trol pollution in the border area, and to 
provide the framework for development of 
a system of notification for emergency situa- 
tions. Such objectives shall be pursued with- 
out prejudice to the cooperation which the 
Parties may agree to undertake outside the 
border area. 


Article 2 


The Parties undertake, to the fullest 
extent practical, to adopt the appropriate 
measures to prevent, reduce and eliminate 
sources of pollution in their respective terri- 
tory which affect the border area of the 
other. 

Additionally, the Parties shall cooperate 
in the solution of the environmental prob- 
lems of mutual concern in the border area, 
in accordance with the provisions of this 
Agreement. 
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Article 3 


Pursuant to this Agreement, the Parties 
may conclude specific arrangements for the 
solution of common problems in the border 
area, which may be annexed thereto. Simi- 
larly, the Parties may also agree upon an- 
nexes to this Agreement on technical mat- 
ters. 


Article 4 


For the purposes of this Agreement, it 
shall be understood that the “border area” 
refers to the area situated 100 kilometers 
on either side of the inland and maritime 
boundaries between the Parties. 


Article 5 


The Parties agree to coordinate their ef- 
forts, in conformity with their own national 
legislation and existing bilateral agreements 
to address problems of air, land and water 
pollution in the border area. 


Article 6 


To implement this Agreement, the Par- 
ties shall consider and, as appropriate, 
pursue in a coordinated manner practical, 
legal, institutional and technical measures 
for protecting the quality of the environ- 
mental in the border area. Forms of cooper- 
ation may include: coordination of national 
programs; scientific and educational ex- 
changes; environmental monitoring; envi- 
ronmental impact assessment; and periodic 
exchanges of information and data on likely 
sources of pollution in their respective terri- 
tory which may produce environmentally 
polluting incidents, as defined in an annex 
to this Agreement. 


Article 7 


The Parties shall assess, as appropriate, in 
accordance with their respective national 
laws, regulations and policies, projects that 
may have significant impacts on the envi- 
ronment of the border area, so that appro- 
priate measures may, be considered to avoid 
or mitigate adverse environmental effects. 


Article 8 


Each Party designates a national coordi- 
nator whose principal functions will be to 
coordinate and monitor implementation of 
this Agreement, make recommendations to 
the Parties, and organize the annual meet- 
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ings referred to in Article 10, and the meet- 
ings of the experts referred to in Article 11. 
Additional responsibilities of the national 
coordinators may be agreed to in an annex 
te this Agreement. 

In the case of the United States of Amer- 
ica the national coordinator shall be the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency, and in the 
case of Mexico it shall be the Secretaria de 
Desarrollo Urbano y Ecologia, through the 
Subsecretaria de Ecologia. 


Article 9 


Taking into account the subjects to be 
examined jointly, the national coordinators 
may invite, as appropriate, representatives 
of federal, state and municipal governments 
to participate in the meetings provided for 
in this Agreement. By mutual agreement 
they may also invite representatives of in- 
ternational governmental or non-govern- 
mental organizations who may be able to 
contribute some element of expertise on 
problems to be solved. 

The national coordinators will determine 
by mutual agreement the form and manner 
of participation of non-governmental enti- 
ties. 


Article 10 


The Parties shall hold at a minimum an 
annual high level meeting to review the 
manner in which this Agreement is being 
implemented. These meetings shall take 
place alternately in the border area of 
Mexico and the United States of America. 

The composition of the delegations which 
represent each Party, both in these annual 
meetings as well as in the meetings of ex- 
perts referred to in Article 11, will be com- 
municated to the other Party through diplo- 
matic channels. 


Article 11 


The Parties may, as they deem necessary, 
convoke meetings of experts for the pur- 
poses of coordinating their national pro- 
grams referred to in Article 6, and of pre- 
paring the drafts of the specific arrange- 
ments and technical annexes referred to in 
Article 3. 

These meetings of experts may review 
technical subjects. The opinions of the ex- 
perts in such meetings shall be communi- 
cated by them to the national coordinators, 


and will serve to advise the Parties on tech- 
nical matters. 


Article 12 


Each Party shall ensure that its national 
coordinator is informed of activities of its 
cooperating agencies carried out under this 
Agreement. Each Party shall also ensure 
that its national coordinator is informed of 
the implementation of other agreements 
concluded between the two Governments 
concerning matters related to this Agree- 
ment. The national coordinators of both 
Parties will present to the annual meetings 
a report on the environmental aspects of all 
joint work conducted under this Agreement 
and on implementation of other relevant 
agreements between the Parties, both bi- 
lateral and multilateral. 

Nothing in this Agreement shall prejudice 
or otherwise affect the functions entrusted 
to the International Boundary and Water 
Commission, in accordance with the Water 
Treaty of 1944. 


Article 13 


Each Party shall be responsible for in- 
forming its border states and for consulting 
them in accordance with their respective 
constitutional systems, in relation to matters 
covered by this Agreement. 


Article 14 


Unless otherwise agreed, each Party shall 
bear the cost of its participation in the im- 
plementation of this Agreement, including 
the expenses of personnel who participate 
in any activitiy undertaken on the basis of 
it. 

For the training of personnel, the transfer 
of equipment and the construction of instal- 
lations related to the implementation of this 
Agreement, the Parties may agree on a spe- 
cial modality of financing, taking into ac- 
count the objectives defined in this Agree- 
ment. 


Article 15 


The Parties shall facilitate the entry of 
equipment and personnel related to this 
Agreement, subject to the laws and regula- 
tions of the receiving country. 

In order to undertake the monitoring of 
polluting activities in the border area, the 
Parties shall undertake consultations relat- 
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ing to the measurement and analysis of pol- 
luting elements in the border area. 


Article 16 


All technical information obtained 
through the implementation of this Agree- 
ment will be available to both Parties. Such 
information may be made available to third 
parties by the mutual agreement of the Par- 
ties to this Agreement. 


Article 17 


Nothing in this Agreement shall be con- 
strued to prejudice other existing or future 
agreements concluded between the two 
Parties, or affect the rights and obligations 
of the Parties under international agree- 
ments to which they are a party. 


Article 18 


Activities under this Agreement shall be 
subject to the availability of funds and other 
resources to each Party and to the applica- 
ble laws and regulations in each country. 


Article 19 


The present Agreement shall enter into 
force upon an exchange of Notes stating 


that each Party has completed its necessary 
internal procedures. 


Article 20 


The present Agreement shall remain in 
force indefinitely unless one of the Parties 
notifies the other, through diplomatic chan- 
nels, of its desire to denounce it, in which 
case the Agreement will terminate six 
months after the date of such written notifi- 
cation. Unless otherwise agreed, such termi- 
nation shall not affect the validity of any 
arrangements made under this Agreement. 


Article 21 


This Agreement may be amended by the 
agreement of the Parties. 


Article 22 


The adoption of the annexes and of the 
specific arrangements provided for in Arti- 
cle 3, and the amendments thereto, will be 
effected by an exchange of Notes. 


Article 23 


This Agreement supersedes the exchange 
of Notes, concluded on June 19, 1978 with 
the attached Memorandum of Understand- 
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ing between the Environmental Protection 
Agency of the United States and the Sub- 
secretariat for Environmental Improvement 
of Mexico for Cooperation on Environmen- 
tal Programs and Transboundary Problems. 

Done, in duplicate, in the city of La Paz, 
Baja California, Mexico, on the 14th of 
August of 1983, in the English and Spanish 
languages, both texts being equally authen- 
tic. 


Note: The two Presidents signed the agree- 
ment during their appearance before re- 
porters in the Baja California Sur Legisla- 
tive Chambers. 


Meeting With President de la Madrid 
of Mexico 





Toast at a Luncheon Hosted by President de 
la Madrid. August 14, 1983 





President de la Madrid, Secretaries Sepil- 
veda and Shultz, Your Excellencies, our 
Ambassadors Espinosa de los Reyes and 
Gavin, members of the delegations, and 
friends: 

There have been many words said today. 
Agreements have been reached, under- 
standings have been reached, but perhaps 
the most significant aspect of our talks was 
our spirit of cooperation. And through 
meetings like this, where we treat each 
other as partners with respect and courtesy 
and, yes, with honest good will, we define 
the mature relationship of our two coun- 
tries. 

President de la Madrid, this spirit of coop- 
eration and business-like approach to the 
issues of concern to us both have been 
deeply appreciated on our side. We all have 
an important responsibility, and that is to 
represent the interest of our peoples as best 
we can. 

As President, I understand the economic 
challenges that you face. As a matter of 
fact, they sound very familiar. We’ve had a 
little economic trouble ourselves, and I 
have every confidence that you will suc- 
ceed. 
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Last year when I visited South and Cen- 
tral America—I always have believed, and 
even more so after that trip, that while we 
are citizens of our individual countries, and 
no one would suggest that we in any way 
forsake the culture, the tradition, the differ- 
ences that make us different countries, we 
should also remember that in this most 
unique double continent, hemisphere that 
we're in—no one else in the world could 
say anything like this—even when we cross 
the borders into one another’s country, 
we're still among Americans, from the 
North Pole to the South Pole. 

And this morning, earlier, I told the 
President of a dream that I have long cher- 
ished. And that is—that in this North and 
South America and Central America—that 
all of us as Americans might one day find a 
way as equal partners, neighbors, to set out 
to develop these two great continents, to 
erase the injustices that exist here and 
there, to bring about economic reform to 
the point that one day we can stand there 
as a shining example to all the world, from 
South Pole to North Pole, that we are 
united in our determination to be free, to 
respect each individual in our two countries 
because individual freedom, I think, is the 
thing that sets us apart from so many parts 
of the world in so many areas today. And 
that if this dream—I won’t say “‘if;” when 
this dream comes true—’cause we’re going 
to work to make it come true—when it 
does, more than 600 million Americans 
here in the Western Hemisphere will be 
such a force for good throughout the world 
that the world will never have seen any- 
thing like it. 

And I’m more encouraged than I’ve been 
in a long time about the fulfillment of that 
dream in the meetings that we’ve had, par- 
ticularly this one, and we’re going to have 
more of them. I also told the President that 
the only time people get in trouble is when 
they’re talking about each other, not when 
they’re talking to each other. And we're 
going to on a regular basis continue to talk 
to each other. 

And I’m not going to say any more be- 
cause I know that I’ve confused the inter- 
preter very much by not sticking to the 
script. But, to the President of Mexico, 
Miguel de la Madrid, to the people of 


Mexico, and to the friendship between our 
two peoples. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. at 
the Governor’s Residence in response to a 
toast by President de la Madrid. 

Following the luncheon, the President 
participated in a departure ceremony at the 
Governor’s Residence. He then traveled to 
New Orleans, La., where he remained over- 
night. 


Meeting With President de la Madrid 
of Mexico 





Joint Communique. August 14, 1983 





President Ronald Reagan of the United 
States of America and President Miguel de 
la Madrid of Mexico met in La Paz, Baja 
California, Mexico, on August 14, 1983. This 
meeting was one of a continuing series be- 
tween the Presidents of the United States 
and Mexico that is traditional for the two 
countries. 

Arranged at the invitation of President de 
la Madrid, the current meeting offered both 
Presidents an opportunity to discuss impor- 
tant bilateral issues of common concern and 
to strengthen the ties they established 
during their previous meetings. They dis- 
cussed economic, trade and financial mat- 
ters, as well as border issues, narcotics con- 
trol, immigration, fisheries, ecological and 
scientific and technical cooperation. 

The Presidents also had a useful discus- 
sion on the situation in Central America. 

The two Presidents reaffirmed their de- 
termination to strengthen still further the 
spirit of cooperation, understanding and 
friendship which exists between their two 
countries. 

The Presidents reviewed recent econom- 
ic developments which have taken place in 
their countries. President de la Madrid 
stated that the economic policies of his ad- 
ministration are aimed at restoring the nec- 
essary conditions for rapid, just, balanced 
and independent national economic devel- 
opment. President Reagan stated that his 
government recognized Mexico’s efforts to 
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adjust and reorder its economy and reaf- 
firmed United States support of and assist- 
ance to the Mexican government in its ef- 
forts to resolve its current economic prob- 
lems. 

The two heads of state also discussed ne- 
gotiations on subsidies and countervailing 
duties and have committed their adminis- 
trations to resolving these issues as expedi- 
tiously as possible. They discussed problems 
related to tuna fisheries and stated their 
hope that the issue could be resolved as 
soon as possible. While expressing under- 
standing of Mexico’s needs to resolve its bal- 
ance of payments problems, President 
Reagan conveyed his hope that Mexico 
would soon return to normal trade patterns. 
On this subject President de la Madrid 
stated that the dynamics of trade between 
the two countries would benefit from great- 
er Mexican exports which would generate 
foreign exchange revenue and thus help to 
finance the imports needed for the develop- 
ment of Mexico’s economy. 

In view of the need for continuing discus- 
sion of bilateral trade issues, they recog- 
nized the useful role played by the Joint 
Commission on Commerce and Trade, the 
consultative body established by both gov- 
ernments in strengthening commercial ex- 
change between the two countries. 

Both Presidents recognized the impor- 
tance of trade along the border and agreed 
to continue efforts directed toward solving 
the problems being confronted by border 
communities of both countries. To that end, 
they considered a proposal to establish a 
working group for economic and trade mat- 
ters in the border region within the Bina- 
tional Commission. They also discussed sani- 
tation problems along the border, a matter 
which adversely affects citizens of both 
countries. 

The two heads of State gave special atten- 
tion to cultural exchange as well as scientif- 
ic and technical cooperation between 
Mexico and the United States. They agreed 
on the need to continue the promotion of 
such exchange and cooperation and 
strengthening existing programs and mech- 
anisms in these areas. 

The Presidents expressed their satisfac- 
tion with the excellent results of the cam- 
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paign carried out by the Mexican Govern- 
ment in cooperation with the Government 
of the United States to combat illegal drug 
production and trafficking. They agreed on 
the need to continue such cooperation for 
the benefit and the well-being of both their 
people. 


In this same spirit, they decided to inten- 
sify cooperation between the two govern- 
ments with a view to finding more suitable 
responses to the problems of environmental 
pollution along the border. They noted that 
a cooperation agreement was signed today 
that establishes the framework for bilateral 
action on pollution of water, air and land. 


In the discussion on the situation in Cen- 
tral America the two Presidents agreed on 
the need to contribute to the restoration of 
peace and to the prevention of an even 
greater conflict in the area by promoting 
fast processes of political dialogue and nego- 
tiation. President Reagan reiterated his 
strong support for the Contadora initiative. 
President de la Madrid and President 
Reagan agreed also on the importance of 
helping Central American countries to 
settle their conflicts peacefully. The Presi- 
dents furthermore reiterated their strong 
support of non-intervention and the self-de- 
termination of people. Finally the Presi- 
dents recognized the necessity for equitable 
social and economic development in the 
region. 

The Presidents ended their talks fully 
convinced that strengthening the friendship 
and cooperation between Mexico and the 
United States remains a common objective 
of their governments. They reaffirmed their 
desire to hold periodic working meetings 
between themselves and other high officials 
of their governments. 


President Reagan expressed his pleasure 
and appreciation for the hospitable wel- 
come accorded to him by the Mexican Gov- 
ernment and by the authorities of the State 
of Baja California Sur. He also extended a 
cordial invitation to President Miguel de la 
Madrid to visit the United States in the near 
future. 
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Veterans of Foreign Wars 





Remarks at the 84th Annual Convention in 
New Orleans, La. August 15, 1983 





Thank you all. Thank you for that warm 
greeting and that applause, and since that 
applause is coming from veterans, I have to 
ask: Is it for how I’m doing my job, or how 
I'm doing on the late late show in “Hellcats 
of the Navy?” [Laughter] 

Whenever I meet with the members of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, I remember 
what the poet Yeats said: “Think where 
man’s glory most begins and ends and say 
my glory was I had such friends.” It’s great 
to be among you once again. As you know, 
someone in my shop originally turned down 
this invitation without my knowledge. Now 
it seems there were some logistic problems 
about flying from the tip of Baja, Mexico, to 
Louisiana, and then back to California this 
afternoon. Well, let me say—and I want 
them to keep their ears open and hear 
this—I would fly halfway around the world 
for the honor of meeting with the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars. 

I haven’t forgotten your support in 1980 
and all you’ve done since. And as a demon- 
stration of our common goals, after my re- 
marks today I’m going to sit down here in 
front of this audience and sign the Emer- 
gency Veterans’ Job Training Act of 1983. 

Three years ago this week, I stood before 
your convention and said nothing would 
mean more to me as President than to live 
up to your trust. I’ve tried to maintain the 
faith that our men and women in uniform 
must have in their Commander in Chief. 
The greatest privilege of this office has 
been to lead those who wear America’s uni- 
form. 

And while Ann Griffiths is sitting here, 
let me just say: We are determined to ac- 
count for every serviceman who wore 
America’s uniform in Southeast Asia. This 
administration will not forget their sacrifice, 
and we will not rest until their families can 
rest. 

Three years ago when I spoke to you, I 
pledged that peace—a peace in which free- 
dom could flourish and justice could pre- 
vail—would be our highest priority. I also 
spoke of the need to provide a stronger 


defense for the American people. At the 
time, those were words of hope. Today, 
those words are the national security policy 
of this country. 

I'd like to report to you on the progress 
we’ve made in these areas, because there is 
no more appropriate forum for such a 
report. No organization has devoted more 
energy to America’s well-being and security 
than the VFW. Your uniforms may be in 
mothballs, but your readiness to assist your 
country is spit and polished. 

In 1980 the people made it clear they 
wanted a new direction in foreign affairs. 
Yet, changing America’s foreign policy is a 
little like towing an iceberg. You can only 
pick up speed as the frozen attitudes and 
mistakes of the past melt away. 

We began by letting the world know 
what we stood for once again. Winston 
Churchill said of his service in World War 
II, the nation “had the lion’s heart. I had 
the luck to give the roar.” Well, America is 
the lion’s heart of democracy. We have an 
obligation to give that democracy a voice, 
even an occasional roar. 

For too long our nation had been moot to 
the injustices of totalitarianism. So we 
began speaking out against chemical war- 
fare; inflicted on the people of Afghanistan 
and Southeast Asia, against broken treaties, 
against the denial of human liberties. We 
began speaking out for freedom and democ- 
racy and the values that all of us share in 
our hearts. 

Now some critics said that this was a 
return to the rhetoric of the past. Well, if 
that’s the case, then Sakharov and Solzhen- 
itsyn and all those who've suffered to speak 
the truth are my compatriots, and I’m hon- 
ored to be counted among them. This 
Nation cannot simply ignore the suffering 
of oppressed peoples and remain true to 
our basic strengths and principles. We 
cannot follow a foreign policy based on the 
self-delusion that problems would not exist 
if we did not mention them. We cannot 
abdicate our obligation to speak out for 
those who cannot speak for themselves. 

And, you know, it’s amazing. In my meet- 
ings with foreign leaders and their minis- 
ters, they’ve told me how good it is to know 
what the United States stands for once 
again. They may not always agree with us, 
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but they respect us. And there’s a growing 
recognition abroad that America once again 
will stand up for her democratic ideals. Our 
country is the leader of the free world, and 
today it is providing that leadership. 

But our responsibilities are not only 
moral, they’re practical. One of our most 
crucial national security objectives was to 
turn American’s economic decline around. 
Yes, that’s a national security objective, and 
it remains a key one. A country that is weak 
internally cannot meet its obligations exter- 
nally. 

I'm pleased to report we’re economically 
stronger today than we were at your last 
convention. We have a growth strategy for 
America. We called it economic recovery; 
some who didn’t think it would work 
dubbed it “Reaganomics.” Well, inflation is 
down from double digits to 2.6 percent for 
the last 12 months, the lowest rate in 16 
years. The prime interest rate was 21% per- 
cent when we took office; it’s about half 
that now. Taxes have been reduced, and 
with our indexing reform inflation will 
never again push families into higher and 
higher tax brackets. We don’t need tax in- 
creases; we need spending restraint. And as 
I've said a few times lately, I know our 
program is working, because they’re not 
calling it Reaganomics any more. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Basic industries like housing, construction, 
and autos are getting back to business. In 
fact, Lee Iacocca has even paid back that 
billion-dollar loan 7 years early. 

Unemployment is still too high, but it’s 
heading down. Last month’s drop was the 
biggest in 23 years. More Americans are on 
the job than at any time in the U.S. history. 
Economists can argue about the seman- 
tics—strong recovery, steady recovery, 
robust recovery—but what matters most is 
that Americans have regained confidence in 
the economy, and we’re going to make sure 
they keep that confidence. 

Another of our objectives has been to re- 
store America’s defense strength. I don’t 
need to educate this audience on how 
strength keeps peace, but it can be ex- 
plained in one word—deterrence. When I 
spoke to you last, the United States had 
planes that couldn’t fiy, ships that couldn’t 
leave port, and military personnel who 
couldn’t wait to get into civilian clothes. 
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Well today, America’s military is back on 
its feet and prouder than ever. We’re ac- 
quiring and keeping very good people. 
Today, more of our new recruits are high 
school graduates than ever before in the 
history of our military. Retention is also way 
up. So far this year, 70 percent of those we 
hoped to retain have reenlisted. In 1980 the 
figure was only 55 percent. 

Yes, the hard-hit economy accounted for 
a portion of these increases, but the econo- 
my didn’t raise the dignity and morale of 
our service men and women or restore 
their pride in military service. I’ve heard it 
from generals and I’ve heard it from pri- 
vates that morale, discipline, and unit cohe- 
sion have all improved dramatically. Once 
again, it’s an honor to wear the uniform, 
and our service men and women know it. 
And I hope that makes you as proud as it 
does me. 

New equipment is now entering the in- 
ventory, training is way up, maintenance 
backlogs are being reduced, and combat 
readiness rates have surged. We’ve made 
real progress. And I’m delighted to report 
it’s across the board. America is safer and 
more secure today than 3 years ago. 

There’s something I want to get off my 
chest, and it deals with the headlines about 
the Pentagon paying $100 for a 4 cent 
diode or $900 for a plastic cap. Now what is 
missing or buried in all these stories about 
waste is that this administration is the one 
that found these abuses, the abuses that 
have been going on for years. 

It was Cap Weinberger’s people—De- 
fense Department auditors and inspectors— 
who ordered the audits in the first place 
and conducted the investigations. We’re the 
ones who formed a special unit to prosecute 
Department of Defense fraud cases. And in 
just an 18-month period, the Department 
has obtained 650 convictions. And _ this 
doesn’t count the number of settlements 
that have been made. 

Our task is to sustain our defense effort. 
Some would have us slow down just when 
we're about to achieve what our security 
requires. Remember the 1970’s when there 
were those who argued that we should 
forego a wide range of modern weapons 
systems—airplanes, missiles, a variety of 
equipment—because there was something 
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better on the drawing boards for the 
future? Well, look where that got us. It got 
us where we were 3 years ago. You can’t 
protect America and her people with draw- 
ing boards. 

But look out, some people are still talking 
about drawing boards. They would have us 
forget the MX missile and wait for a small, 
mobile missile which wouldn’t be operation- 
al until the 1990’s. That small missile will 
provide better long-term stability and de- 
terrence. I’m for it, and we need it. But 
drawing boards for tomorrow won’t give 
the Soviets incentive to negotiate reduc- 
tions in nuclear arms today. So I'm asking 
you, give us your strong support as we ap- 
proach the next round of the MX this 
autumn, and together we'll help keep 
America secure and free. 

Another of our goals has been to 
strengthen our Western alliances economi- 
cally and militarily. We’ve significantly im- 
proved our economic relations with the in- 
dustrial democracies. And I’m certain the 
recent Williamsburg summit will become 
known as the recovery summit. At Wil- 
liamsburg we established a unified strategy 
for pursuing our common economic inter- 
ests [from combatting]! protectionism to 
fighting inflation, and we agreed on secu- 
rity concerns, as well. We agreed to cut the 
flow of military-relevant technology to 
those who would use it against us and 
reduce dependence on any one energy 
source. We agreed to end the practice of 
giving subsidized interest rates to the Soviet 
Union. The minimum loan rate is now set 4 
full percentage points higher than it was 
before. And at home, we’re working to 
bring interest rates down. But we've 
pushed them up for the Soviets. 

By the way, did you hear that the Com- 
munists now have a million-dollar lottery 
for their people? The winners get a dollar a 
year for a million years. [Laughter] 

You know, there’s a story I'd like to tell 
you. I’ve became a collector of stories that 
the Russians are telling among themselves 
which reveal a great cynicism about their 
system. And this one has to do with a com- 
missar, they’re telling, who went out to a 
collective farm, grabbed the first worker 
there that he saw, and he asked him about 
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life on the farm and all. And the fellow said, 
“It’s wonderful, comrade.” “Well,” he said, 
“any complaints?” “Oh, no, sir; no com- 
plaints at all.” “What about the crops?” 
“Oh, the crops? Never been better.” “The 
potatoes?” “Commissar, comrade, if we 
piled all the potatoes up in one pile they 
would reach the foot of God.” And the com- 
missar said, “Just a minute. This is the 
Soviet Union; there is no God.” And he 
said, “That’s all right; there are no pota- 
toes.” [Laughter] 

Our Western military alliances are strong- 
er than they’ve been in years. In Europe, 
despite pressure and propaganda, NATO 
has stood firm in pursuing the dual objec- 
tives of arms reduction and deterrence. 
NATO today is more confident in its ability 
to preserve its strength and promote the 
peace. We in the industrial democracies 
have forged a clear sense of purpose for our 
economic and military safety. We still have 
disagreements, but for the first time in a 
long time we have unity on where we're 
going, and I call that real progress. 

Of course, another of our objectives is 
arms control. We’ve launched the most 
sweeping proposals for arms control since 
nuclear weapons became a threat. In our 
search for peace, we have more negotia- 
tions currently under way with the Soviets 
than any administration in history. 

At the strategic arms reduction talks in 
Geneva, we’ve proposed deep cuts as well 
as extensive confidence-building measures 
to reduce the possibility of any accidental 
misunderstandings. In contrast to previous 
agreements which simply dealt in ceilings, 
the Soviet Union now, for the first time, is 
willing to talk about actual reductions. The 
same hard work is proceeding on interme- 
diate-range nuclear forces in Geneva. And 
in Vienna, the Soviets have shown some 
movement on the verification needed to 
reduce conventional forces. 

However, we must recognize that the 
search for real arms reductions involves 
complex, time-consuming negotiations. This 
is the occupational hazard of diplomats, and 
especially those who deal with the Soviet 
Union. But if I can assure you, we'll keep 
chipping away and inching along. We’re 
deeply committed to arms reductions. As 
we remain firm in our objectives, we'll be 


1145 





Aug. 15 / Administration of Ronald Reagan 


flexible in our approach. And with the sup- 
port of the VFW and the support of the 
Congress, we'll achieve what we all want—a 
reduction in nuclear weapons. 

Our next objective concerns the United 
States responsibility as peacemaker. This 
commitment currently is most visible in 
Central America. In spite of the discourag- 
ing hype and hoopla that you often hear, 
quiet, solid progress is being made in Cen- 
tral America. Bob Currieo recently re- 
turned from a trip there, and I believe he’s 
reported to you on that trip. I know he’s 
referred to news accounts, saying he thinks 
we're all getting a distorted view of what’s 
actually taking place. 

Well, Bob is absolutely right. You 
wouldn’t know from some of the coverage 
that the greatest portion of our aid to Cen- 
tral America is humanitarian and economic. 
You wouldn’t know that democracy is 
taking root there. And I don’t blame the 
media alone, because in many cases they’re 
just reporting the disinformation and dema- 
goguery that they hear coming frorn people 
who put politics ahead of national interests. 

The countries of Central America are 
working hard to develop and defend their 
democracies. I’m sure you recall the March 
"82 Constituent Assembly elections in El 
Salvador. Eighty percent of those eligible to 
vote took part in the elections, despite in- 
credible intimidation and threats from the 
guerrillas. In neighboring Honduras, an 
elected government took office last year. 
Costa Rica, of course, already is the demo- 
cratic jewel of Central America. 

We support democracy, reform, and 
human freedom. We support economic de- 
velopment. We support negotiations. We 
support any avenue that will give the 
people of that region a more free and pros- 
perous future. 

“The problem in Central America is not 
the United States or United States policy.” 
Now you see, there I go again borrowing 
from your national commander, because 
that’s what Bob said. We’re doing every- 
thing we can to build peace and prosperity. 
Our Caribbean Basin Initiative is designed 
to help the nations there help themselves 
through trade and private investment. The 
Soviet and Cuban Caribbean Basin initia- 
tive, on the other hand, is to brutally 
impose Communist rule and deny individu- 
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al freedom. Do you have any doubt which 
initiative the people in Central America 
would choose? 

Because of this aggression, we also sup- 
port a security shield for the area. The secu- 
rity shield is very much like a program 
that’s springing up all over the United 
States—the Neighborhood Watch. The 
Neighborhood Watch is where neighbors 
keep an eye on each other’s homes so out- 
side troublemakers and bullies will think 
twice. Well, our policy in Central America 
is like a neighborhood watch. But this 
watch doesn’t protect someone’s silverware; 
it protects something more valuable—free- 
dom. 

Our policy is to help people toward a 
better life—to help them toward liberty, to 
help them reverse centuries of inequities, to 
help them toward peace. And let me say 
with all the conviction I can muster, Amer- 
ica would not be America if we abandoned 
the struggling neighbors here in our own 
hemisphere. 

Elsewhere in the world, we also search 
for peace. The tragic conflict in the Middle 
East has one bright spot: Peace between 
Israel and Egypt was finally concluded in 
April of 1982, thanks to the American diplo- 
macy that went to work in the Camp David 
talks. Today our peacekeeping forces in the 
Sinai, along with those of our allies, are 
rarely mentioned because they’re doing 
their job in keeping this once volatile area 
quiet. Unfortunately, the same is not yet so 
for Lebanon. But whatever progress towurd 
peace we’ve made in that country is largely 
due to our marines, who along with peace- 
keeping troops from France and Italy are 
striving to give Lebanon a chance to pull 
itself together. Our diplomats continue to 
search for agreement among bitter, divided 
opponents. Yes, America hes an active na- 
tional security program, and it’s working. 

May I just interject here that there have 
been some charges made that we're build- 
ing weapons and spending money on de- 
fense, but we don’t have any plan, so we’re 
just building weapons like you’d go in and 
shop for something off the counter and say, 
“Let’s buy that or buy that.” That isn’t true. 
We have carefully worked out a strategy 
that is based on what we think are all the 
possible contingencies that could affect our 
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national security, and then our military 
planning and our weapons purchases are 
based on that strategy. 

But to secure the peace and prosperity 
we all seek, we cannot sit back and hope 
that somehow it'll just happen. We can’t be 
apologetic when we're acting in our own 
and the free world’s interests. We must 
pursue our goals with strong leadership and 
a clear sense of direction. 

Let me explain by way of a true story 
what guides this administration in its con- 
duct of foreign affairs. Most of you fought in 
the Second World War or Korea or Viet- 
nam. You fought in places like Anzio and 
Pork Chop Hill and Danang. A thousand 
painful stories emerge from war. One tale 
of British POW’s who built a Japanese rail- 
way in Thailand was made famous as “The 
Bridge on the River Kwai.” 

Well, there really is a River Kwai. Near 
its banks is a cemetery, the final resting 
place for those who died building that 
bridge and that railway. Many of the grave 
markers are inscribed with nothing more 
than a name and a service number. Yet 
now and then there’s a small monument, 
built by a mother or father or a widow who 
trekked half way around the world search- 
ing for a marker with a very special service 
number. On one of these monuments, 
erected by a woman named Irene, are the 
following words: “To the world, you were 
only one; but to me you were all the 
world.” 

My fellow citizens, my friends, let us 
always remember when we speak of Ameri- 
ca’s security, [we speak of the sacrifice] ? of 
individuals. When we speak of freedom, we 
speak of ihe freedom of individuals. I feel a 
sacred trust to America’s soldiers and citi- 
zens alike. I feel a sacred trust to protect 
their lives and their liberty. 

Our nation also has a sacred trust—to 
defend and develop democracy. And as 
long as this administration is responsible for 
the Nation’s foreign policy, we will protect 
the freedom of our own citizens and we 
will pursue liberty for all people. 

Now, before I thank you for inviting me 
here, I’m going over and I’m going to sit 
down at this table that you’ve probably 
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wondered about. And I’m going to hope 
that this microphone is turned on. 

This bill which I am about to sign, the 
Emergency Veterans’ Job Training Act of 
1983, will provide targeted job training for 
unemployed veterans of the Korean and 
Vietnam conflicts. The legislation is above 
and beyond the partisan jobs bill that I 
signed earlier this year and other adminis- 
tration programs to promote opportunities 
for our veterans. This bill provides incen- 
tives to employers to train veterans by de- 
fraying part of the costs of training. But this 
is not just a training program. The employ- 
er who participates must employ the veter- 
an on a permanent basis after the training 
is completed. 

As I said earlier, the Nation has a special 
commitment to those who’ve served in the 
military. And that commitment includes not 
only our continuing respect but practical 
assistance, as well. This program will aid 
veterans at the same time it aids the many 
small businesses that will participate. 

You’ve already heard one speech by me, 
so I won’t give you another. But a couple of 
days ago I was at Fort Bliss in El Paso. As I 
drove through the base on the way into 
town, the road was lined with service men 
and women and their families. I felt a great 
pride in them and in what they’re sacrific- 
ing for America. And I feel the same way 
about the veterans that we’re about to help 
today. They did their best for us, now we 
must do our best for them. 

Now you can see that they’re guarantee- 
ing I’m going to sign this. [Laughter] 


[At this point, the President signed into law 
H.R. 2355, the Emergency Veterans’ Job 
Training Act of 1983, which is Public Law 
98-77,] 

God bless all of you. Thank you very 
much for letting me be here, and God bless 
America. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:55 a.m. in 
the South Hall of the Rivergate Exhibition 
and Convention Center after an introduc- 
tion by James Currieo, national commander 
of the VFW. 

Following his remarks, the President met 
at the center with VFW leaders and then 
held a meeting with Louisiana Republican 
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leaders. He then left New Orleans and went 
to Rancho del Cielo, his ranch near Santa 
Barbara, Calif, where he spent the remain- 
der of the week. 


Student Loan Consolidation and 
Technical Amendments Act of 1983 





Statement on Signing H.R. 3394 Into Law. 
August 16, 1983 





I have signed H.R. 3394, a bill entitled 
the Student Loan Consolidation and Tech- 
nical Amendments Act of 1983. 

A major provision in this bill is the exten- 
sion of temporary authority of the Student 
Loan Marketing Association to consolidate 
various outstanding student loans into new 
Guaranteed Student Loans with longer re- 
payment periods. This authority has been 
used in the past year on an experimental 
basis to see how it could address concerns 
about student debt burden and capability to 
repay loans. 

Any lengthy extension and expansion of 
loan consolidation authority must be care- 
fully studied and the costs fully understood 
before any final action is taken in legisla- 
tion. Such a change in the current law 
would affect significantly how college costs 
would be financed, and under several op- 
tions it could add hundreds of millions of 
dollars annually to the Federal budget. The 
Congress has been considering a variety of 
approaches to loan consolidation in recent 
months, but because of the uncertainty 
about long-term costs has wisely chosen to 
provide in H.R. 3394 only an interim exten- 
sion of the current consolidation authority 
to November 1, 1983. This will provide an 
opportunity for the Congress and the ad- 
ministration to review loan consolidation 
options and costs over the coming weeks, so 
that the future of the consolidation ap- 
proach can be carefully and fairly assessed. 

It is primarily because of the responsible 
manner in which the loan consolidation 
issue has been handled that I am signing 
H.R. 3394. I find certain other provisions of 
this bill troublesome. 

The Congress continues to reject our ef- 
forts to ensure that Federal spending on 
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student aid, especially in the Pell Grants 
and subsidized Guaranteed Student Loan 
programs, is better targeted on those who 
need it most. Recent regulations published 
by the Secretary of Education relating to 
family contributions to the cost of educa- 
tion, to the amounts allowed for certain 
commuting students, and to the definition 
of independent student are all overridden 
by this bill. 

The cost of education is primarily the re- 
sponsibility of the family. The Federal Gov- 
ernment has a role to play in helping needy 
students get a chance to receive a college 
education. This year we are spending over 
$6 billion on student aid, and the adminis- 
tration has sought to assure that these funds 
are used most effectively. The relatively 
modest rule changes promulgated by the 
Secretary and nullified by the bill would 
have helped concentrate available funds 
more on those who most need them to 
secure higher education. 

I want to make clear that my approval of 
H.R. 3394 does not indicate endorsement of 
the provisions that would benefit the least 
needy participants in the student aid pro- 
grams. Our Federal student assistance dol- 
lars are not unlimited, and we will continue 
to seek legislative and regulatory changes 
aimed at ensuring that they are spent 
where they are most needed. 


Note: As enacted, H.R. 3394 is Public Law 
98-79, approved August 15. 


United States Ambassador to Bahrain 





Nomination of Donald Charles Leidel. 
August 17, 1983 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Donald Charles Leidel, a 
career member of the Senior Foreign Serv- 
ice, Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am- 
bassador to the State of Bahrain. He would 
succeed Peter A. Sutherland. 

Mr. Leidel served in the United States 
Air Force in 1951-54 as lst Lt. In 1951 and 
from 1954-62 he was employed with the 
Central Intelligence Agency serving on ad- 
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ministrative duties in Washington, D.C., 
Vienna, and Frankfurt. From 1962-65, he 
was chief of the training staff in the Bureau 
of Personnel in the Department of State. 
He was personnel officer in Buenos Aires in 
1965-68 and administrative officer in 
Mexico City in 1968-72. From 1972-73, he 
attended the executive seminar in national 
and international affairs at the Foreign 
Service Institute. In the Department he was 
Executive Director in the Bureau of Educa- 
tional and Cultural Affairs in 1973-77, in 
the Bureau of European Affairs in 1977-80, 
and since 1980 he has been Deputy Direc- 
tor of Management Operations. 

Mr. Leidel graduated from the University 
of Wisconsin (B.A., 1949; LL.B., 1951; J.D., 
1966). He is 1uarried, has three children, 
and resides in Washington, D.C. He was 
born August 31, 1927, in Madison, Wis. 


Department of the Treasury 





Nomination of John C. McGraw To Be 
Assayer of the United States Mint at 
Philadelphia. August 17, 1983 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate John C. McGraw to be 
Assayer of the Mint of the United States at 
Philadelphia, Pa. He would succeed Jack 
Herbert Keller. 

Mr. McGraw has served as Acting Assayer 
at the Philadelphia Mint since January 
1983. Previously he was plant metallurgist 
in 1982; manufacturing engineer in 1980- 
82; general engineer in 1980; production 
supervisor in 1974-80; and quality control 
metallurgist in 1973-74. 

Mr. McGraw graduated from Drexel Uni- 
versity (B.S., 1971). He is married, has two 
children, and resides in Springfield, Pa. He 
was born May 28, 1948, in Philadelphia, Pa. 


National Mediation Board 





Nomination of Robert Oberndoerfer Harris 
To Bea Member. August 17, 1983 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Robert Oberndoerfer 


Harris to be a member of the National Me- 
diation Board for the term expiring July 1, 
1986. This is a reappointment. 

Mr. Harris has served on the National 
Mediation Board since 1977. He has been 
Chairman since 1982’ and also served in 
that position in 1979-80. He is adjunct pro- 
fessor at Washington College of Law at the 
American University. Previously he was 
staff director and counsel, Committee on 
the District of Columbia, United States 
Senate, in 1971-77; staff director and coun- 
sel, Committee on Labor and Public Wel- 
fare, United States Senate, in 1969-71; 
counsel, Labor Subcommittee of the Com- 
mittee on Labor and Public Welfare, United 
States Senate, in 1967-69; and assistant to 
the Chairman of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board in 1961-67. 

Mr. Harris graduated from Columbia Col- 
lege (A.B., 1951), Yale Law School (LL.B., 
1954), Georgetown Law School (LL.M., 
1961), and attended the Harvard Business 
School advanced management program in 
1972-73. 

He is married, has two children, and re- 
sides in Washington, D.C. He was born No- 
vember 11, 1929, in New York, N.Y. 


Hurricane Damage in Texas 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. August 18, 1983 





Following reports of extensive property 
damage and the loss of life in the wake of 
Hurricane Alicia, the President this morn- 
ing telephoned Senator John Tower and 
Governor Mark White of Texas. The Presi- 
dent told the Senator and the Governor he 
had directed all appropriate resources of 
the Federal Government to be made availa- 
ble to the people of Texas. 


Initial reports indicate that damage in 
south Texas is widespread, with heavy prop- 
erty losses in Houston, Galveston, and the 
six-county surrounding area. There are also 
reports of some loss of life. The President 
says he is directing the Federal Emergency 
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Management Administration to move expe- 
ditiously to provide relief to the citizens of 
south Texas. “The Federal Government 
stands ready to move quickly and is doing 
so. Our teams are ready to go into the area 
immediately, and I have impressed upon 
them the urgency of the situation. We 
deeply sympathize with the people of Gal- 
veston and south Texas who face this mas- 
sive storm and stand to lose their homes 
and possessions.” 

The President paid tribute to emergency 
workers of civil defense, police, fire, and 
volunteer emergency services for their role 
in the evacuation of citizens from the area. 
“We are confident the actions of these indi- 
viduals saved lives, and they are to be com- 
mended.” 

As a result of the President’s instructions, 
FEMA Administrator Louis O. Giuffrida has 
said that the President has instructed him 
to “do all the law will allow.” The FEMA 
regional office was in contact with the Gov- 
ernor’s office yesterday and again today. 
Governor White has announced in a press 
conference within the hour that he has sent 
a telegram to the President requesting Fed- 
eral assistance. FEMA before noon Pacific 
time will be airlifting via the Air Force an 
emergency communications van to provide 
communications in the affected areas. 

FEMA will open a series of offices to 
have flood insurance claims and start proc- 
essing those claims immediately. Fifty to 
seventy thousand people in the area have 
flood insurance. Six FEMA field teams will 
be dispatching to the area to coordinate 
Federal services. They will be en route as 
soon as their aircraft is able to land follow- 
ing the winds subsiding in the area. 

As soon as we receive the request in 
Washington from Governor White and if 
the requirements of the Disaster Relief Act 
are met, which we are confident they are 
by the severity of the storm, we will make a 
judgment as to what services are beyond 
the capability of State and local govern- 
ments, and then the President will move to 
issue a Federal disaster declaration. 

FEMA has a number of people on stand- 
by and will be mustering representatives of 
more than 20 Federal agencies to be of 
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assistance. These include Small Business Ad- 
ministration, Department of Agriculture, 
Army Corps of Engineers, Federal Aviation 
Administration, and the Department of 
Transportation. 


Note: Larry Speakes read the statement at 
his daily press briefing in the briefing fa- 
cility in the Sheraton Santa Barbara Hotel 
in Santa Barbara, Calif. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





August 15 

Following his appearance at the annual 
national convention of the Veterans of For- 
eign Wars in New Orleans, La., the Presi- 
dent traveled to Rancho del Cielo, his ranch 
near Santa Barbara, Calif. 


August 16 

The White House announced that the 
President has invited Lt. Gen. Hussain Mo- 
hammad Ershad, President of the Council 
of Ministers of Bangladesh, to make an offi- 
cial working visit to the White House. Gen- 
eral Ershad has accepted the invitation and 
will meet with the President on October 
25. 

The White House announced that the 
President has recess appointed Linda 
Chavez Gersten to be Staff Director for the 
Commission on Civil Rights. 


The White House announced that the 
President has accorded Millicent Fenwick, 
of New Jersey, the personal rank of Ambas- 
sador in her capacity as United States Rep- 
resentative to the Food and Agriculture Or- 
ganizations in Rome. 








Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted August 15 
Matthew V. Scocozza, 
of Tennessee, to be an Assistant Secretary 


of Transportation, vice Judith T. Connor, 
resigned. 


Submitted August 18 


Donald Charles Leidel, 

of the District of Columbia, a career 
member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassa- 
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the State of 
Bahrain. 


John C. McGraw, 

of Pennsylvania, to be Assayer of the Mint 
of the United States at Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, vice Jack Herbert Keller, resigned. 


Gwyneth Gayman, 

of California, to be a member of the Nation- 
al Council on Educational Research for a 
term expiring September 30, 1984, vice 
Bernard C. Watson, term expired. 


Robert Oberndoerfer Harris, 

of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the National Mediation Board for the 
term expiring July 1, 1986 (reappointment). 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 


Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released August 12 
Advance text: 
Remarks at the annual convention of the 
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Checklist—Continued 
Released August 12 —Continued 


United States Hispanic Chamber of Com- 
merce in Tampa, Fla. 


Released August 13 


Advance text: 


Remarks at the annual convention of the 
American G.I. Forum in E] Paso, Tex. 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the establishment of an 
interagency action group to implement rec- 
ommendations of the Southwestern Border 
States Working Group—by Craig L. Fuller, 
Assistant to the President for Cabinet Af- 
fairs 


Fact sheet: 


Federal initiatives in the Southwest Border 
Region 


Released August 14 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the meeting between 
President Reagan and President Miguel de 
la Madrid Hurtado of Mexico—by Secretary 
of State George P. Shultz and Mexican Sec- 
retary of Foreign Relations Bernardo Sepil- 
veda Amor 


Released August 15 


Advance text: 
Remarks at the annual convention of the 


Veterans of Foreign Wars in New Orleans, 
La. 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved August 15 


H.R. 2355 / Public Law 98-77 
Emergency Veterans’ Job Training Act of 
1983. 
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Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved August 15—Continued 


H.R. 3329 / Public Law 98-78 
Department of Transportation and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 1984. 


H.R. 3394 / Public Law 98-79 
Student Loan Consolidation and Technical 
Amendments Act of 1983. 





Editor’s Note 





The President was at Rancho del Cielo, his 
ranch near Santa Barbara, Calif., on August 
19, the closing date of this issue. Releases 
and announcements issued by the Office of 
the Press Secretary, but not received by the 
Office of the Federal Register in time for 
inclusion in this issue, will be printed as 
they become available. 
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Toxic waste—244, 430, 456, 580, 742, 918, 922, 
930 
Water quality—524, 580, 742, 930 
Environmental Protection Agency—228, 
245, 254, 264, 280, 283, 298-300, 313, 333, 
343, 374, 375, 392, 393, 428-431, 450, 451, 
454, 456, 460, 461, 464, 623, 741, 749, 820, 
862, 863, 876, 894, 918, 922, 1017, 1075 
Environmental Quality, Council on—929 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission— 
1065 
Espionage. See Law enforcement and crime 
Europe 
See also specific country 
Gas pipeline. See Union of Soviet Socialist Re- 
publics 
Relations with U.S.—748 
Vice President's visits. See Vice President 
European Atomic Energy Community—356, 357 
European Communities—31, 523, 554, 572, 
806n., 829, 830 
European Democratic Union—133, 748 
European security and cooperation conference. 
See Security and Cooperation in Europe, Con- 
ference on 
European Space Agency—204 


428-430, 


244, 
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European-U.S. Civil Aviation Conference Negoti- 
ations on Multilateral Pricing—190, 255 

Evangelicals, National Association of —364, 396 

Excellence in education commission. See Educa- 
tion, National Commission on Excellence in 

Executive Office of the President. See specific 
unit 

Expendable launch vehicles. See Space program 

Export Administration Act of 1979—500 

Export Council, President’s—766ftn. 

Export-Import Bank of the U.S.—341, 694 

Export Trading Company Act of 1982—167, 340, 
417, 419, 691, 766 

Exports, U.S. See Commerce, international 

Expositions, Convention on International—123 

Eye Donor Month, National—438 


FBI. See Justice, Department of 
FBI Day—1045, 1046 
Fair Housing Amendments Act—991, 1005 
Falkland Islands. See South Atlantic situation 
Families of American Prisoners and Missing in 
Southeast Asia, National League of—131, 135 
Families with Dependent Children, Aid to. See 
Aid to Families with Dependent Children 
Farm Bureau Federation, American. See Ameri- 
can Farm Bureau Federation 
Farm Credit Administration—30, 665, 713, 776, 
798 
Farm Labor Contractor Registration Act—45 
Farm Safety Week, National—585 
Farmers Home Administration. See Agriculture, 
Department of 
Farming. See Agriculture 
Father’s Day—815 
Federal acts, agencies, associations, 
etc. See other part of subject 
Federal advisory committees, report—881 
Federalism. See State and local governments 
Federalism, Presidential Advisory Committee 
on—303 
Federation. See other part of subject 
Fermi awards. See Enrico Fermi Awards 
Finland 
Ambassador to U.S.—893 
President—1074 
Vice President's visit. See Vice President, Euro- 
pean visits 
Firearms. See Arms and munitions; Law enforce- 
ment and crime, gun control 
Fiscal Accountability of the Nation’s Energy Re- 
sources, Commission on—44 
Fishing. See Maritime affairs 
Flag Day and National Flag Week—695, 868, 
869n 
Flag Fund, Great American—868 
Florida 
Atomic weapons plant—653 
Attorney, U.S.—192 
Miami, revitalization—306, 752 
Osceola National Forest—46 


programs, 





Florida—Continued 
President’s visits—361, 
1009, 1118, 1119n. 
South Florida Task Force—310, 408, 442, 625, 
672, 1082 
Food and Agricultural Development, Board for 
International—1002 
Food assistance—191, 988, 1086 
Food Assistance, Task Force on—1086 
Food and Drug Administration. See Health and 
Human Services, Department of 
Food stamps—107, 141, 148, 219, 231, 304, 458, 
467, 893, 988, 1086 
Foods. See Agriculture 
Ford Motor Company—165, 196 
Foreign assistance 
Administration—786 
Government officials, 
dent—893 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act of 1977—340 
Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board, 
dent’s—54, 713 
Foreign policy 
See also specific country and subject area 
Administration policies—110, 152, 262, 273, 
281, 547, 647, 685, 969 
Government officials, meetings 
dent—254, 394, 748, 1005 
Foreign Scholarships, Board of—102 
Foreign trade zone. See Commerce, international 
Forest conservation. See Conservation 
Forest products industry—347, 351 
Forum. See other part of subject 
Foundation. See other part of subject 
France 
Ambassador to U.S.—1111n. 
Chad, role. See Chad 
Paris, mayor—56 
President—7 13, 794, 806n., 829, 830 
Vice President’s visit. See Vice President, Euro- 
pean visits 
Freedom, Presidential Medal of —291, 313 
Freedom, Young Americans for. See 
Americans for Freedom 
Freedoms Foundation—255, 268, 313 
Friends of Handicapped Readers—54 In. 
Friendship Medal, American. See 
Friendship Medal 
Fur seal commission. See North Pacific Fur Seal 
Commission 
Future Farmers of America—1068, 1071 


364, 396, 748, 751, 


meeting with Presi- 


Presi- 


with Presi- 


Young 


American 


GATT. See Commerce, international 

GNP. See Economy, national 

GSP. See Commerce, international 

Gallery of Art, National. See Smithsonian Institu- 
tion 

Gas, natural. See Energy 

Gas royalty management act. See Oil and Gas 
Royalty Management Act of 1982, Federal 

Gasoline. See Energy, oil 

General Accounting Office—39 
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General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. See 
Commerce, international 
General Education Provisions Act—38 
General Motors Corporation—127, 138, 141, 165, 
196, 197, 210, 215, 258, 763, 1070 
General Services Administration—259, 477, 882, 
911, 936, 1020, 1061 
Generalized System of Preferences. See Com- 
merce, international 
George Washington—1109 
Georgia 
Macon, mayor—133 
President’s visit—1078 
Republican party, meeting—1083n. 
German-American tricentennial. See Tricenten- 
nial Anniversary Year of German Settlement in 
America 
German-American _ Tricentennial, 
Commission for the—53, 836 
German Democratic Republic, Ambassador to 
U.S.—1004 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Ambassador, U.S.—133 
Ambassador to U.S.—133 
Chancellor—523, 548, 688, 783, 806n., 829- 
831, 1003 
Fishery agreement with U.S. See Maritime af- 
fairs 
Foreign Affairs Minister—133, 1003 
Internal situation—249 
NATO role—464 
President—549, 684 
President Reagan’s visit—689 
Relations with U.S.—53, 549, 684, 688, 927 
Social Democratic Party candidate for Chancel- 
lor—22, 249ftn. 
Trade with U.S.—491, 492 
Vice President's visit. See Vice President, Euro- 
pean visits 
Getty wildlife conservation prize. See J. Paul 
Getty Wildlife Conservation Prize 
Ghana, U.S. Ambassador—855, 894 
Girl Scouts of America—797 
Good Housekeeping—993 
Government agencies and employees 
See also specific agency 
Administration policies—260, 902 
Charitable fundraising—224 
Civil service system centennial—28 
Executive Schedule positions—762, 983 
Health and safety—861 
Labor-management relations—469 
Law enforcement officers, memorial service— 
400 
Management reform—1077, 1084, 1085, 1093, 
1102, 1114, 1115 
Medical care—200 
Minority business, role—998 
Patents. See Patents and trademarks 
Pay and pensions—107, 141, 147, 152, 166, 
200, 201 


Presidential 
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Government agencies and employees— 
Continued 
Personnel reform—464 
Procurement—417, 419, 506, 622, 
998, 1077, 1114, 1115 
Publications—902, 967, 1077, 1085 
Reduction in force—144, 902, 967, 
Reorganization—583, 622, 921 
Trade functions, reorganization. See 
merce, international 
Waste and fraud elimination—144, 153, 
1077, 1084, 1085, 1114 
Work space management reforms—477, 
921 
Government Printing Office—259 
Governors’ Association, National—316, 331 
Grain. See Agriculture 
Grants, Federal. See Education; State and local 
governments 
Great American 
American 
Great Britain. See United Kingdom 
Great Lakes Fishery Commission—358 
Greece, U.S. military assistance—582 
Greene County, Missouri. See Missouri 
Grenada, Communist influence—317, 445, 609 
Gridiron Dinner—493 
Gross national product. See Economy, national 
Guatemala, regional conflict. See Latin America 
Guinea, U.S. Ambassador—496, 524 
Guinea-Bissau, U.S. Ambassador—236, 312, 523 
Gun control. See Law enforcement and crime 


980, 996- 


1077, 1084 
Com- 


259, 


Flag. See Flag Fund, Great 


Handicapped 
Administration policies—523 
Education—410, 849 
Legal rights—367, 988, 992 
Transportation—254, 256 

Handicapped, National Council on the. See Edu- 
cation, Department of 

Handicapped, President’s Committee on Employ- 
ment of the—324, 653 

Handicapped American of the Year—653 

Hanks Center. See Nancy Hanks Center 

Harlem Boys’ Choir—65 

Harley-Davidson—492 

Hawaii, U.S. attorney—396 

Hazardous duty pay—700 

Health, President’s—427 

Health and Human Services, Department of 
Aging, Administration on—58 
Belgium-U.S. social security 

report—933 

Block grant programs, administration—99 
Budget—172, 583, 748, 861, 981 
Child support enforcement, role—1095 
Drug research—8 
Food distribution, assistance—34 
Food and Drug Administration—915 
Handicapped’s legal rights, role—367 
Military survivor benefits, role—1072 
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agreement, 


Health and Human Services, Department of— 
Continued 
Norway-U.S. 
report—886 
Occupational safety and health report—191 
Public Health Service—1042 
Radiation control, report—614 
Secretary—8, 35-37, 82, 191, 255, 373, 463, 
523, 828, 931, 932, 1072, 1095 
Social security disability benefits, administra- 
tion—39 
Under Secretary—37, 255 
Health insurance panel. See Supplemental Health 
Insurance Panel 
Health and medical care 
Acquired Immune 
(AIDS)—861 
Administration policies—109, 141, 
318, 332, 508, 915-918 
Children. See Children and youth 
Costs—109, 118, 150, 916, 917 
Health maintenance organizations—653 
Insurance, taxation. See Taxation 
Medicaid—304, 319, 916, 917 
Medicare—151, 175, 200, 318, 423, 467, 916- 
918 
Officials, meetings with President—22, 395, 
582 
Organ donorship—!041, 1042, 1077 
Unemployed workers—583, 664 
Health Sciences, Uniformed Services University 
of the. See Defense, Department of 
Heart Month, American. See American Heart 
Month 
Helsinki Human Rights Day—1044 
HemisFair. See Texas 
Heroes, President’s views—956 
Highway Safety Advisory Committee, National— 
407 
Highways. See Transportation 
Hispanic Americans—662, 665, 751, 754, 1080, 
1098, 1117, 1118 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, U.S.—1119n. 
Hispanic Council, Republican. See Republican 
Hispanic Council 
Hispanic Women’s Council—54 In. 
Historical Publications and Records Commission, 
National—824 
Hockey League, National—771 
Holocaust Memorial Council, U.S.—533n., 1034 
Holocaust survivors, Jewish. See American Gath- 
ering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
Home Builders, National Association of—716, 749 
Home Loan Bank Board, Federal—251, 255, 622, 
677, 749 
Honduras 
Internal situation—276, 394, 611, 646 
Journalists, death—922 
Military exercises, U.S. See Latin America 
President—1100 
Regional conflict. See Latin America 


social security agreement, 


Deficiency Syndrome 


150, 233, 





Honduras—Continued 
Sugar exports to U.S. See Agriculture 

Honeywell Corp.—54 In. 

Hong Kong, trade with U.S.—484 

Hostages, Americans in Iran—689 

Housing—12, 16, 62, 106, 109, 141, 174, 191, 196, 
197, 210, 214, 258, 284, 287, 316, 347, 350, 
351, 459, 510, 717, 719, 922, 988, 991, 1005, 
1066, 1081 

Housing Administration, Federal. See Housing 
and Urban Development, Department of 

Housing Partnership, National—1074 

Housing Partnerships, National Corporation for— 
1074 

Housing and Urban Development, Department 


of 
Assistant Secretaries—740, 798, 920, 968 
Budget—11, 172, 583 
General Counsel—1005 
Housing Administration, Federal—797 
Minority youth training, role—1065 
Secretary—354, 420, 718, 931, 933, 988, 991, 
992, 1100 
Small business assistance—167 
Houston, University of —630 
Human Events—257 
Human rights. See specific country or region; 
Civil rights 
Humanities, National Council on the—407, 465 
Humanities, National Endowment for the. See 
Arts and the Humanities, National Foundation 
on the 
Hungary 
Emigration—826 
Trade with U.S.—825, 826 
Hunger. See Food assistance 


IBM Corporation—113, 120, 254 
ICBM. See Arms and munitions, nuclear weapons 
INF. See Intermediate-Range Nuclear Force 
Iceland, Vice President’s visit. See Vice President, 
European visits 
Illinois 
Disaster assistance—861 
Governor—73 
President’s visits—68, 73, 95, 96, 912, 915 
Immigration and naturalization, meeting with 
Government officials—583 
Impasses Panel, Federal Service. See Labor Rela- 
tions Authority, Federal 
Imports, U.S. See Commerce, international 
“In Performance at the White House”—523, 861 
Inaugural Trust Fund, President’s—80 
Inauguration of President, second anniversary— 
76, 81 
Income tax return, President’s—556 
Independence Day—972, 973 
Independent Business, National Federation of— 
905, 923 
Independent Unions, National Federation of— 
554 
India 
Prime Minister—804, 989 
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India—Continued 
Scientific cooperation with U.S.—989 
Indian Affairs, Bureau of. See Interior, Depart- 
ment of the 
Indian day. See American Indian Day 
Indian Education, National Advisory Council 
on—476, 814 
Indian Reservation Economies, Presidential Com- 
mission on—54, 101, 1087 
Indian Self-Determination and Education Assist- 
ance Act of 1975—98, 895 
Indian Tribal Governmental Tax Status Act of 
1982—100 
Indiana, mayor of Fort Wayne—395 
Indians, American 
See also specific tribe 
Administration policies—57, 98 
Claims settlement—503 
Education—7, 38 
Energy resources—44, 100 
Judgment awards—43 
Private sector development—54, 100 
Small tribes initiative—99 
Water rights, settlement—922 
Indonesia, President’s visit—929, 1004 
Industrial Competitiveness, President’s Commis- 
sion on—936, 937, 969, 1091, 1092, 1101, 1103 
Industrial Production, Index of. See Economy, na- 
tional 
Industry. See specific industry; Business and in- 
dustry 
Infant Hearing Assessment Program Volunteers— 
541n. 
Inflation. See Economic recovery program 
Information Agency, U.S. 
Budget—172 
Counselor—571 
Hiring practices—733 
Voice of America—158, 262, 1019 
Youth exchange initiative. See Children and 
youth 
Information Collection Budget, 1983—57 
Inland Navigational Rules Act of 1980—124 
Institute. See other part of subject 
Integrity and Efficiency, President’s Council on— 
153, 984 
Interagency boards, committees, councils, etc. 
See other part of subject 
Inter-American Development Bank—752 
Interest rates. See Economic recovery program 
Intergovernmental Affairs, Office of. See White 
House Office 
Intergovernmental Relations, Advisory Commis- 
sion on—100, 303, 327, 856 
Interior, Department of the 
Assistant Secretaries—99, 855, 894 
Budget—11, 172, 922, 1037 
Indian Affairs, Bureau of—7, 504 
Land Management, Bureau of —349 
Mining, role—1037 
Park Service, National—673, 863 
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Interior, Department of the—Continued 
Secretary—7, 43, 44, 46, 55, 307, 475, 504, 524, 
606, 863 
Under Secretary—172, 192 
Wilderness preservation, administration—47 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Force negotia- 
tions—26, 40, 96, 213, 305, 404, 425, 446, 453, 
473, 478, 494, 534, 549, 590, 644, 686, 687, 
713, 714, 724, 780, 781, 784, 797, 813, 957, 
1037, 1039, 1109 
Internal Revenue Service. See Treasury, Depart- 
ment of the 
International agencies, associations, observances, 
programs, etc. See other part of subject 
Interstate Commerce Commission—134, 151, 
677, 713, 1022, 1023 
Interstate Commission on the 
Basin—741 
Inventors’ Day, National—43 
Investigation, Federal Bureau of. See Justice, De- 
partment of 
lowa, mayor of Ames—395 
Iran 
Conflict with Iraq. See Middle East 
Religious persecution—762 
U.S. national emergency, followup report—637 
Iraq, conflict with Iran. See Middle East 
Ireland 
Ambassador to U.S.—413 
Foreign Affairs Minister—413 
Prime Minister—4] 4n. 
Vice President's visit. See Vice President, Euro- 
pean visits 
Ireland, Northern. See United Kingdom 
Israel 
Ambassador, U.S.—856, 857 
Ambassador to U.S.—312, 1004 
Chief rabbi—254 
Defense Minister—670, 1018, 1074 
Foreign Affairs Minister—420, 1018, 1074 
Internal situation—212, 219 
Lebanon, role. See Middle East 
Middle East peace efforts. See Middle East 
Palestinian autonomy issue. See Middle East 
President—10 
Prime Minister—201, 670, 727, 922, 1017, 1018 
Relations with U.S.—10, 177, 275, 280, 532, 857 
Territorial policy—290, 426 
om systems, U.S. See Arms and munitions 
ta 
Tocsten Affairs Minister—395 
Investigation of ussassination 
Pope—262 
Prime Minister—712, 784, 790, 806n., 829, 830 
Relations with U.S.—784 
Vice President's visit. See Vice President, Euro- 
pean visits 
Ivory Coast 
Ambassador, U.S.—1085, 1101 
Economy—838, 839 
President—524, 838, 839 
Relations with U.S.—838, 840 


. Paul Getty Wildlife Conservation Prize—1042 


Potomac River 


attempt on 
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Jamaica 
Internal situation—268 
Prime Minister—241, 255, 268 
James S. Brady Presidential Foundation—524 
Japan 
Energy cooperation with U.S. See Energy 
International exposition, 1985—621, 654 
President’s visit—929, 1004 
Prime Minister—31, 66, 67, 81, 95, 204, 225, 
274, 654, 782, 790, 795, 806n., 829, 830 
Private sector initiatives—935 
Relations with U.S.—67, 225, 274, 796 
Trade with U.S.—67, 341, 491, 492, 550, 692, 
782 
Japan-U.S. commission. See Conduct of United 
States-Japan Relations, Presidential Commission 
on 
Japan-U.S. Cooperative 
gram—395 
Jaycee Week, National—26 
Jewish Heritage Week—567 
Jewish holocaust survivors. See American Gather- 
ing of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
Jewish leaders, meetings with President—176, 
1014n., 1037 
Job Training Partnership Act—75, 108, 141, 153, 
167, 173, 233, 303, 346, 387, 388, 510, 664, 
688, 764, 949, 1029 
Job-a-thons. See Employment and unemployment 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 
See Smithsonian Institution 
John M. Ashbrook Memorial—678 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. See Defense, Department of 
Joint Venture for Affordable Housing—718 
Jordan 
King—162, 178, 275, 426, 528, 529, 535, 576, 
647 
Middle East peace efforts. See Middle East 
Prince—748 
Judges, U.S. See specific State or U.S. court 
Juilliard String Quartet—523 
Junior Miss—1004 
Justice Advisory Board, National Institute of— 
182, 919 
Justice, Department of 
Assistant Attorneys General—591, 623, 788, 
894, 1005 
Associate Attorney General—643, 713 
Attorney General—7, 38, 48, 333, 402n., 408, 
420, 421, 441, 561, 672, 789, 943, 988, 992, 
1060, 1061, 1075, 1117 
Attorneys, U.S. See specific State or territory 
Budget—172, 745, 748, 922, 1062 
Criminal justice assistance program—922 
Deputy Attorney General—264n. 
Drug Enforcement Administration—135, 409, 
441 
Environmental Protection Agency investiga- 
tion—244, 245, 264n., 281, 283, 333, 343, 461 
Fair housing, role—988, 992 


Medical Science pro- 





Justice, Department of—Continued 
Investigation, Federal Bureau of (FBI)—187, 
281, 282, 461, 603, 672, 982, 1045, 1056, 
1059, 1075 
Iran, claims settlement—638 
Justice, National Institute of —260 
Justice Assistance, Research and 
Office of —561 
Justice Statistics, Bureau of—278, 313 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 
Office of —352, 421, 983 
Marshals, U.S. See specific State 
Parole Commission, U.S.—134 
Presidential campaign materials investigation 
See Elections 
Prisons, overcrowding—922 
School discrimination investigation—944, 956, 
1066 
Trustees program, U.S.—922 
Voting rights, role—1081] 
Justice, National Institute of. See Justice, Depart- 
ment of 
Justice, Vera Institute of. 
Justice 
Justice Assistance, Research and Statistics, Office 
of. See Justice, Department of 
Justice Statistics, Bureau of. See Justice, Depart- 
ment of 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Na- 
tional Advisory Committee on—66, 336, 993 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 
Office of. See Justice, Department of 


Statistics, 


See Vera Institute of 


Kansas, President's visit—951, 968, 969 
Kansas-Oklahoma-Arkansas River Commission— 
542 
Kennedy Center. See Smithsonian Institution 
Kentucky 
President's visit—948, 956, 968, 969 
Republican Party, meeting—951n 
Kenya, President—774 
Kiwanis International—1004 
Knights of Columbus—894 
Korea, Republic of 
Fishery agreement with U.S. See Maritime af- 
fairs 
Foreign Affairs Minister—653 
National Defense Minister—554 
President's visit—929, 1004 
Relations with U.S.—225, 274 


Labor, Department of 
Assistant Secretary—721, 798 
Budget—583 
Inspector General—469, 494 
Labor Statistics, Bureau of—190, 702, 749 
Occupational safety and health report—191 
Private sector employment, role—575 
Secretary—397, 931, 932, 1028 
Summer youth employment, role—1028, 1066 
Under Secretary—652, 713 
Labor issues. See specific agency or industry 
Labor Relations Authority, Federal 
General Counsel—134 
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Labor Relations Authority, Federal—Continued 
Impasses Panel, Federal Service—8, 1034 
Members—4, 134 
Labor Relations Board, National—134, 396 
Labor Statistics, Bureau of. See Labor, Depart- 
ment of 
Laboratories, Federal. See Science and technol- 
ogy 
Land Management, Bureau of. See Interior, De- 
partment of the 
Lands, Federal. See Real property, Federal 
Laos, relations with U.S.—131 
Latin America 
See also specific country; Caribbean Basin Ini- 
tiative 

Economy—688 

Military exercises, U.S.—1031, 
1050-1052, 1055, 1113 

Officials, meetings with President—395, 622, 
653, 922, 1004, 1037, 1074, 1100 

Regional conflict—89, 276, 344, 377, 394, 445. 
458, 464, 473, 495, 546, 577, 595, 604, 60., 
611, 623, 629, 646, 650, 657, 665, 674, 685, 
736, 748, 753, 778, 783, 795, 811, 817, 857, 
889, 890, 901, 939, 942, 966, 1010, 1019, 
1028, 1031, 1043, 1044, 1047-1053, 1055, 
1099, 1111 

President’s Special Representative to Central 
America—614, 617, 620, 754, 921, 984, 1044, 
1048, 1049, 1100 

President's visit—664 

U.N. Representative, visit—191, 271, 276, 377 
Law Day U.S.A.—552 
Law enforcement and crime 
Administration policies—408, 420, 421, 562, 
671, 682, 1046, 1081 

Civil disturbances—16 

Crime rate—603, 667, 671 

Criminal justice—47, 152, 260, 311, 562, 671 

Drug abuse and trafficking—48, 109, 152, 310, 
408, 441, 465, 625, 672, 703, 753, 880, 1045, 
1046, 1066 

Espionage—1045, 1046 

Government officials, 
dent—22, 420, 1100 

Gun control—126, 248, 670, 965 

Intergovernmental responsibilities—264 

Memorial service, Federal officers. See Govern- 
ment agencies and employees 

Organized crime—109, 152, 408, 671, 
1058-1060 

Pornography—1082 

Sweden-U.S. extradition treaty—767 

League. See other part of subject 

Lebanon 
Ambassador, U.S.—559, 571n., 586 
Ambassador to U.S.—893 
Conflict resolution. See Middle East 
Counselor of Embassy in U.S.—2]ftn. 
Embassy, U.S.—559, 570, 571, 575, 585, 587, 

689, 748 


1033, 1043, 


meetings with Presi- 


1046, 
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Lebanon—Continued 
Foreign and Expatriates Affairs Minister—420, 
861 
Foreign Ministry, Director General—587 
President—559, 586, 670, 712, 727, 921, 1035 
Voluntary assistance, U.S.—21, 23 
Lebanon Emergency Assistance Act of 1983—931 
Legal Services Corporation—94, 161, 190 
Library of Congress 
“American Cowboy” exhibit—449 
Librarian of Congress—450n. 
Library and Information Science, National Com- 
mission on—1101 
Libya 
Chad, role. See Chad 
Chief of State—1107, 1112 
Northern Africa, role. See Africa 
Lithuanian Independence Day—242 
Little Town Players—541n 
Liver disease week. See Children’s Liver Disease 
Awareness Week, National 
Living Bank—1041 
Locomotive Engineers, 
240, 501 
Long Island Rail Road. See New York Metropoli- 
tan Transportation Authority 
Longshoremen’s Association, International—1009, 
1038 
Los Angeles Times—922 
Louisiana 
Attorney, U.S.—228, 229 
Disaster assistance—2, 23, 56, 202, 228, 582 
Governor—2 
Monroe, mayor—2 
President's visits—2, 22, 23, 1118 
Louisiana World Exposition of 1984—522, 555 
Loyalty Day—406 
Lunar New Year, 4681—179 
Luxembourg, Ambassador to U.S.—1004 


Brotherhood of—238- 


MBFR. See Mutual and Balanced Force Reduc- 
tions 

MIA’s. See Armed Forces, U.S. 

MX missile. See Arms and 
weapons 

Machinists and Aerospace Workers, International 
Association of —501 

Madagascar, U.S. Ambassador—621, 654 

Maine, U.S. district judge—798, 799 

Management and Budget, Office of—57, 138ftn., 
197ftn., 209, 243, 262, 415, 422, 666, 941, 1093, 
1094, 1114, 1115, 1117 

Management Week in America—727 

Manufacturers, National Association of—376, 397 

Marine Band—1004 
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